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Lesson 1

NEHEMIAH 2:17–20

It was really early in the
morning when we stepped
out of the time machine. A

large crowd gathered around
some big rocks. One man stood

on top of a rock trying to quiet the crowd. We moved
closer to the crowd to hear what he had to say.
He began, “You see the trouble we are in: Jerusalem

lies in ruins, and its gates have been burned with fire.
Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, and we
will no longer be in disgrace” (2:17). He spoke for a
few more minutes.
The younger boys looked at Eli. Eli read quickly.

Then he nodded, letting them know he understood
what was going on. The crowd said, “Let’s start
rebuilding.” Then they all left to get tools.
Eli pulled us to one side. David asked, “Eli, who

was that man?”
“That was Nehemiah,” Eli said excitedly. “First we

get in on rebuilding the temple, and now this!”
“Wait,” Andy said. “What are you talking about?

Please start at the beginning.”
Eli read them Nehemiah 1 and 2. Nehemiah was

the cupbearer to King Artaxerxes of Persia in 444 B.C.
Ten years earlier, Ezra had taken the people and tem-
ple items to Jerusalem. Several men from Judah came
to see Nehemiah. They told him about how
Jerusalem’s wall and gates were still ruined. He cried
at the news, and then he prayed. When Nehemiah
brought the king’s cup to him, the king noticed that
Nehemiah looked very sad but wasn’t sick. He asked

Nehemiah why he was so sad. Nehemiah told him
about Jerusalem. King Artaxerxes asked what he
could do. Nehemiah boldly asked if he could go to
Jerusalem and start the rebuilding of the wall. The
king agreed. They set a time limit for Nehemiah’s
return. Nehemiah asked for a letter to take with him
that would give him safe travel to Jerusalem. He also
asked for a letter to the keeper of the king’s forest. He
would give them wood for the wall and gates. King
Artaxerxes agreed.
“The king let him go just like that?” asked David.
Andy said, “Don’t you remember that Nehemiah

prayed? God really answered his prayer with the
king’s response.”
“Right,” Eli said. “Last night Nehemiah looked

around Jerusalem to see how much work needed to be
done.”
“Sounds like everybody is behind this rebuilding

project,” Andy said. “It isn’t like when we were help-
ing with rebuilding the temple.”
“Not everybody,” Eli pointed out. “There are a few

people who don’t like what Nehemiah is doing. They
are mocking him right now.”
Some men asked Nehemiah if he was rebelling

against the king. Nehemiah said, “The God of heaven
will give us success.”
“Isn’t this going to be a lot of work?” asked David,

looking at the broken rocks and burned wood.
“Of course it is, but God will help Nehemiah. Look

how God has already answered Nehemiah’s prayer,”
said Andy.

In the first box, write, “Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall.”

Draw the sequence of the story. Brainstorm what could go in the boxes to help you with the sequence of the
story.

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 2, Week 1.
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2NEHEMIAH 5:1–13

“You guys got to help
rebuild the temple,” Andy
said. “Remember, I was stuck

with a sprained ankle. I want to
help this time. We can work for food

to build up our supplies in the time machine.” So the
boys decided to shut down the time machine again to
help rebuild the walls. They gave men water, brought
them supplies, and took their tools to be repaired.
They did whatever was asked of them.
One day, several people came to talk with

Nehemiah. They had been borrowing money so they
could buy food. Now the people they owed money to
were taking their farms. The poor men’s sons and
daughters were taken to be slaves to pay what the men
owed. They could not pay the interest, or usury, on the
loans.
We could tell this bothered Nehemiah. He

thought about the situation. Then he called all
of the nobles and officials together. He
accused them of charging interest of
their countrymen. They were wrong
to take the poor men’s sons and
daughters as slaves and their
farms. The nobles and officials
did not say anything. Nehemiah
told them to stop charging inter-
est for the money they loaned.

He told them to give the land back to the people.
To our surprise, all of the men agreed. They told

Nehemiah that they would do as he said. The next
thing we knew, Nehemiah was bringing in the priests.
Nehemiah had all of the men take an oath to do what
they said, and then he shook out his robes.
“Eli, why is Nehemiah shaking his robes at those

men?” asked David.
“He is telling them they need to keep their promise.

If they don’t, God will shake them out of His house,”
Eli said.
“I still don’t understand,” said David.
Andy said, “Nehemiah is trying to show them they

need to have integrity, which means to do what you
say you will do.”
David asked, “Why is Nehemiah so upset about the

men’s charging interest? Isn’t that how banks make
money?”
“Yes, that’s how banks make money.

But in Old Testament times, it was
wrong for Israelites to charge interest
of other Israelites who were poor.
They were not following those rules,”
replied Eli.
“They should not get rich off of other

people’s troubles,” said Andy.
“Right,” Eli agreed.

Lesson 2

1. Define integrity.

2. How did you feel when someone told you he or she would do something for you or with you but didn’t?

3. Name one person in your life who has integrity. Give an example of when that person has shown integrity.

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 2, Week 2.
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3 NEHEMIAH 9:1–3

We worked on the wall
a couple of weeks, and
then we turned the time

machine back on. It was
amazing to walk into the time

machine when the wall was half built and step out a
few minutes later to see it completed.
“That was fast,” David joked.
“They did build it fast, but not that fast,” Eli said.

“Nehemiah 6:15 says it took them fifty-two days to
rebuild the walls.” The people of Israel gathered in
Jerusalem to listen to the Book of the Law of Moses,
which was read by Ezra.
“Hey!” David shouted. “He’s back again. First he

helped rebuild the temple, now he’s back to celebrate
the rebuilding of the wall. He looks a lot older.” The
people listened to Ezra’s reading the Law all day. They
worshiped God and wept at what they heard. In the
evening, Nehemiah sent them home to eat and drink
and share with others in need because this was a time
of feasting in Israel. They celebrated the feast for
seven days with eating, drinking, and the reading of
the Law.
On the tenth day, when we gathered with the rest of

the people, we noticed something different. All of the
people were fasting, wearing sackcloth (an itchy fab-
ric like burlap), and covering their heads with dust.
“What are they doing?” asked David.
Eli responded, “This is what the Israelites wear and

do when they are mourning the death of a loved one
or when they are confessing sin.”
“Listen. I think they are confessing,” said Andy.
We listened, and sure enough, whole groups of peo-

ple began confessing the sins of their fathers. Then the
Book of the Law of Moses was read. Next, they wor-
shiped God and confessed their sins again. The
Levites called out to God and led the people in praise
to God. They retold the entire history of the Israelites.
They talked again and again about the grace of God in
their lives. They told of the trials and miracles. The
people heard the tests and the signs and wonders. The
Levites talked about how the people turned away from
God and how God brought them back to Him.
Later, David asked, “Why did they spend so much of

the day saying they were sorry for what their fathers did
wrong? Their fathers have to be dead already, or they
would be there confessing their own sins.”
Eli responded, “‘Confessing their fathers’ sins meant

that they were asking to be forgiven of the sins of all the
nation. They were confessing things that had happened
all the way back to the Exodus out of Egypt and their
unbelief in the wilderness. They wanted to cover all the
sins of the people through time to the sins of the kings,
like Manasseh andAhab, which caused the Israelites to
be taken into captivity. They were trying to start over
and fix their relationship with God.”
“I always feel better after I pray, confess my sin,

and ask for forgiveness,” said David.

Lesson 3

Fill in the blanks. Each line represents a letter. You may look up the reference at the end of each state-
ment to find the answer. All of the references are found in the Book of Nehemiah.

1. Another word for finished (6:15). __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __
2. One of the men who opposed the rebuilding (2:10). __ __ __ __ __ __

3. What the nobles and officials were charging for borrowing money (5:7). __ __ __ __ __

4. Number of days to rebuild the wall (6:15). __ __ __ __ __-__ __ __

5. Read the Book of the Law to the people (8:1). __ __ __ __

6. One of the men who opposed the rebuilding (2:10). __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

7. The king who allowed Nehemiah to go to Jerusalem (2:1,6). __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

8. What Nehemiah did to the walls at night (2:13). __ __ __ __ __ __ __

9. What God would do if they broke their promise (5:13). __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

10. Wanted to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem (1:1; 2:5). __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 2, Week 3.
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4NEHEMIAH 10:32–39

We helped rebuild the
wall of Jerusalem, and our
next adventure took us to the

feast of the seventh month. We
heard the reading of the Law, the

confession of the people, and the praise of God as
they retold their history.
On the eighth day of the feast, the Israelites signed

an agreement. The agreement listed what the people of
Israel promised to do for God and for the house of God.
We all listened when the agreement was read to the

people. Later, Eli explained it to the younger boys.
Most of the agreement told how much and what sup-
plies and food were to be given to the temple, the
priests, and the Levites. It also said that the Levites
were to collect the tithes from the people. Everything
to provide for and take care of the house of God was
on the agreement.
“Why did they have to write those things down and

sign the agreement?” asked David.
“The Bible doesn’t say why,” answered Eli. “I think

they did it to help them remember to do it.”
“I would think that something that important they

would just remember,” Andy said.
“I don’t know. My mom puts all my weekly chores

on a list on our refrigerator. My parents write a new
list every week, so I can check each thing off as I
complete it. I wouldn’t forget the big things, like my
homework or mowing the lawn, but I might forget the
little things, like which night to take the trash out or
when to do the dishes. If I didn’t have that list, I might
forget something,” said Eli.
“Yeah, my parents make a list like that for me too,”

said David.
Andy added, “My mom does stuff like that all the

time. She even made me write out what time I have to
do each thing. When I go to church is even on there.
As part of my home-school work, she even has me
write down all the money I earn, like allowances or
anything else. Then I have to keep track of how much
my tithe is. I write down when I pay it too. She says
that’s so I won’t spend God’s money on anything
else.”
“So these people made a chore chart and a tithe

chart like Andy’s. Now they can remember what they
promised to do,” said David.
Eli laughed. “Sort of like that. We’ll just say that

everyone needs reminders to make sure the important
things are taken care of.”

Lesson 4

Read Nehemiah 10:32–39. Draw the different things the people of Israel were to give to the temple,
the priests, and the Levites. Label each picture, and write the Scripture verse where you found that
item.

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 2, Week 4.
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5 NEHEMIAH 12:27–43

Our next adventure
landed us a few days
before the dedication of the

new wall of Jerusalem. The
boys were so proud that they had

helped build it. Nehemiah and the other leaders spent
days planning and getting ready for the dedication. In
the days before, we watched hundreds of people come
to Jerusalem. Nehemiah brought in Levites, singers,
and musicians.
Finally, the day of the dedication arrived. The

priests and Levites purified themselves, the people,
the gates, and the wall. Everyone took their positions
where Nehemiah told them. We watched slow lines of
leaders, choirs, and musicians climb the stairs to the
top of the wall. The two great choirs walked the wall
in opposite directions. Crowds of excited people
below waited for the first note. The choirs gave thanks
to God. Then they came down off the wall with the
leaders of Jerusalem. They walked to the house of
God and began to rejoice and sing to God. The priests
offered sacrifices all day. The hundreds of people—

men, women, and children—all rejoiced. The sound
could be heard for miles.
“That was great! I’m glad we stayed for the dedica-

tion,” said Andy.
“Me too,” said David. “But why did they dedicate

the wall? I thought you just dedicated things like
churches and babies.”
Eli responded, “You can dedicate anything to God.

They dedicated the wall of Jerusalem to give thanks to
God for helping them. This also showed the strangers
in Israel that God is still with them.
“In our church,” Eli continued, “I have seen about

fifty baby dedications. The parents come to thank
God for the baby. They also make a promise to raise
and teach the child to follow God. In the same way,
the Israelites not only wanted to thank God, they
wanted to promise to protect and take care of the wall.
They didn’t want to see it destroyed again.”
“So a dedication is a time to celebrate the goodness

and blessings of God. Plus, you make a promise to do
something important, like raising a child,” said Andy.
“Right,” said Eli.

Lesson 5

Complete the word find to review all the words and concepts covered in this unit.

Dedication
Jerusalem
Nehemiah
Artaxerxes
Work
Giving
Confession
Integrity
Celebration
Help
God
Wall

N P Y T I R G E T N I S
O T A L M E K W E Y B I
I W J B P J D H E L P G
T A R T A X E R X E S N
A L Z S N M K B K G X I
C L D R I U X V R O E V
I V G A K H S G O D U I
D S H L X C R Y W A C G
E G J E R U S A L E M O
D K W S Q P E X F D J Z
S C E L E B R A T I O N
C O N F E S S I O N R A

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 2, Week 5.
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Orange Bible Merits; Year 3, Quarter 2, Weeks 1–5

Week 1
A. Nehemiah Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets. 

In the fi rst box, have the boys write, “Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall.” Then have them use three to 
fi ve of the remaining boxes to draw the sequence of the story. Have the boys brainstorm what could 
go in the boxes to help them with the sequence of the story. (Possible pictures for the remaining boxes: 
[1] Nehemiah’s hearing about Jerusalem and weeping. [2] Nehemiah’s praying. [3] Nehemiah’s speaking with 
King Artaxerxes. [4] Nehemiah’s traveling to Jerusalem. [5] Nehemiah’s inspecting the damage to the walls. 
[6] Nehemiah’s speaking to the people. [7] Nehemiah’s speaking to those who oppose the rebuilding. Note: There 
are more possible choices of pictures than boxes to draw in.)

Week 2
A. Nehemiah Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1. Defi ne integrity. (Doing what you say you will do.)
2.  How did you feel when someone told you he or she would do something for you or with you 

but didn’t? (Answers will vary.)
3.  Name one person in your life who has integrity. Give an example of when that person has 

shown integrity. (Answers will vary.)

Week 3
A. Nehemiah Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

Fill in the blanks. Each line represents a letter. You may look up the reference at the end of each 
statement to fi nd the answer. All of the references are found in the Book of Nehemiah. 

1. Another word for fi nished (6:15). (Complete)
2. One of the men who opposed the rebuilding (2:10). (Tobiah)
3. What the nobles and offi cials were charging for borrowing money (5:7). (Usury) 
4. Number of days to rebuild the wall (6:15). (Fifty-two)
5. Read the Book of the Law to the people (8:1). (Ezra)
6. One of the men who opposed the rebuilding (2:10). (Sanballat)
7. The king who allowed Nehemiah to go to Jerusalem (2:1,6). (Artaxerxes)
8. What Nehemiah did to the walls at night (2:13). (Examine)
9. What God would do if they broke their promise (5:13). (Shake out)
10. Wanted to rebuild the wall of Jerusalem (1:1; 2:5). (Nehemiah)

Week 4
A. Nehemiah Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets. 

Have the boys read Nehemiah 10:32–39. Then have them draw the different things the people of 
Israel were to give to the temple, the priests, and the Levites (e.g., money, bread, grain, fruit, veg-
etables, wood, sons, cattle, sheep, wine, oil, ground meal, and tithe of crops). Have them label each 
picture and write the Scripture verse where they found that item. (Note: You may want the boys to 
choose only fi ve things to draw.)

Nehemiah
Merit Answer Guide
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Week 5
A. Nehemiah Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

Complete the word fi nd to review all the words and concepts covered in this unit.
Dedication, Jerusalem, Nehemiah, Artaxerxes, Work, Giving, Confession, Integrity, Celebration, 

Help, God, Wall

 N P Y T I R G E T N I S
 O T A L M E K W E Y B I
 I W J B P J D H E L P G
 T A R T A X E R X E S N
 A L Z S N M K B K G X I
 C L D R I U X V R O E V
 I V G A K H S G O D U I
 D S H L X C R Y W A C G
 E G J E R U S A L E M O
 D K W S Q P E X F D J Z
 S C E L E B R A T I O N
 C O N F E S S I O N R A
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