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Lesson 1

MATTHEW 2:1,2

What an incredible trip
this has been! I’m so glad
we’ve finally landed, and I

know Andy, David, and Eli are
glad to be on solid ground. It was a

pretty bumpy ride to Jerusalem. But from what I can
tell, it looks like we’ve made it here just in time. Let’s
go find out what’s happening.
“Is that King Herod?” David asked. “He looks way

different than I thought he would. Isn’t he supposed to
be tall and thin and look really powerful?”
Andy laughed at David. “David, he’s a king. He eats

a lot. That’s what kings do. Well, that and other stuff,
I guess.”
Eli looked over at the boys. “I don’t know about

you guys, but I think King Herod looks a little fright-
ened. He’s doesn’t look too happy with those men. I
know from experience that sometimes when you get
upset, it’s really just a cover-up for being afraid.”
Andy nodded his head. “Yeah, you’re right, Eli. I

can remember this one time when my sister was so
angry with me for borrowing some tape from her
backpack. Turns out she wasn’t really mad at me for
using the tape. She just thought I might have seen a
note about some guy she liked.”
“Well, Eli, why do you think King Herod is so

upset?” David asked. “I mean, look at this great city.
It’s got a huge, beautiful temple, and the people seem
to have everything they need.”
Eli shook his head. “But it’s not about the people,

David,” he said. “It’s about one baby boy, a boy who
was born in Bethlehem. That’s why Herod is so
upset.”
Andy looked like he understood. “You mean

Jesus?” he asked quietly. “Now I remember. Those
men with him must be the Wise Men. They saw the
star and followed it here hoping to find the King of
the Jews.”
“But isn’t that what Herod is?” David asked with a

puzzled look. “I mean, he is the king, and this is a
Jewish country.”
“You know this story, David,” Eli said. “Think

about it. Herod is the king, but he will not be the king
forever. He’s afraid because he knows that Jesus will
be the King who reigns forever, and he doesn’t want
to lose his power. Even though Jesus is a baby right
now, He will one day be King over all the earth. And
we know that Jesus will live forever, both in heaven
and in our hearts.”
“Oh yeah,” David said. “I remember. After this the

Wise Men go see Jesus. I hope we get to see that!”

For question one, write the words you and your teammates come up with after you do the activity
with your commander. Answer questions two and three in complete sentences.

1. List the words your team made out of the three words you were given.

2. Who came to talk to King Herod?

3. Why was King Herod nervous about what these men were saying?

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 2, Quarter 4, Week 6.
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2 MATTHEW 5:21–26

Oh, boy! We’re off on
another adventure. We’re
getting in on part of quite a

message. Jesus is preaching to
a huge group of people. They look

like they are listening very closely. Good thing, because
He’s talking about a pretty tough subject. I wish I could
remember what all these sermons are called.
“Where are we?” David asked. “This is some huge

hill!”
Eli smiled. “Then I guess you won’t be too sur-

prised to hear that we’re right in the middle of Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount.”
Now Andy jumped in. “Isn’t the Sermon on the

Mount just when Jesus gave the people all those
Beatitudes about being poor in spirit and being peace-
makers?”
“Well, that’s what a lot of people think,” Eli replied,

“but the Sermon on the Mount is about much more.
Let’s listen.”
Jesus talked to the people about murder. He said

anyone who murders will be judged.
“I would hope so!” exclaimed David. “Anyone who

kills someone should definitely be punished.”
Eli put a hand on David’s shoulder. “Keep listen-

ing,” he warned. Uh oh. I see why Eli told David to
keep listening. Jesus said that anyone who is angry
with his brother would be punished in the same way
as a murderer.
“Wow, that’s a pretty strong statement,” Andy whis-

pered. “I guess Jesus really meant it when He told us

to love each other. So when I’m angry
with someone, it’s like I’m killing
them on the inside.”
Eli nodded his head and said, “Not

only does it hurt them, but it hurts
you as well. Hatred is a terrible
thing. Jesus knows that. That’s why
He said it’s like murder.”
Then Jesus explained that no one should offer a gift

to God at the altar knowing that his brother is angry
with him. The person should leave the gift and go
make things right with his brother. “What would that
mean today?” asked David.
“Basically,” Eli answered, “if you’ve done some-

thing that made someone angry, God wants you to
take care of it before you spend time with Him. He
wants you to have a clean heart when you come before
Him. That’s because He’s a holy God. He also wants
us to settle things quickly when we have problems
with each other so that we can concentrate on Him,
not the problem.”
“I get it!” said David. “It sure is harder to forgive

someone when you spend tons of time thinking about
how they’ve hurt you. If we’d just ask for forgiveness
right away, we wouldn’t have time to get madder
about it.”
Eli agreed. “Exactly! I’m so glad we heard this

today. I’ve wanted to talk to you about something. It’s
about the baseball mitt I borrowed.”

Lesson 2

1. In your own words, what does Matthew 5:22 mean?

2. What did Jesus compare to hate?

3. What did Jesus say to do if you know someone is angry with you because of something you’ve done?

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 2, Quarter 4, Week 7.
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3MATTHEW 14:22–33

Whoa! Being on a boat is
not exactly what I had in
mind when we set off today. It

keeps rocking, and it’s not a
very big boat. And the waves! I

think I’m getting sick! Andy agreed with me. “Please
tell me we’re going to be on dry land soon. I don’t
think I can handle too much more of this.” Eli said
that we’re on a boat with the disciples. But I don’t see
Jesus anywhere. Maybe one of the disciples knows
how long we’ll be out here.
Eli answered, “I think you guys might miss some-

thing more important that’s happening if I told you the
story. Take a look over there.”
I’m looking too. What could that possibly be?

“Who is that?” David shouted. “It looks like a man on
the water. Is it a ghost?”
Eli tried to calm him down. “That’s what the disci-

ples are thinking too, David. Listen to them.” All the
disciples were shouting.
They sure did sound
scared.
The figure out on the

water shouted, “Take
courage! It is I. Don’t be
afraid” (v. 27).
David looked at the

man, then at Eli. “Is that
Jesus out there?”

Eli nodded. “Jesus knows His disciples are afraid of
these waves. He wants to be with them.” Peter told
Jesus to call him out onto the water if it was really Him.
Andy snickered. “Well, we all know how good

Peter does at that,” he said. “I mean, the guy hardly
takes more than a few steps before he starts to sink.”
After Peter started sinking and Jesus caught him,

Eli turned to Andy. “Remember the time you were
doing that obstacle course at church camp? You start-
ed across the rope, but once you realized how high
you were, you panicked and dropped to the net below.
If you’d only hung on, you would have made it to the
other side. That’s kind of like what happened to Peter.
He knew that Jesus would take care of Him, just like
you knew there was solid ground on the other side of
the rope. Sometimes we just forget, though. We make
mistakes.”
“I guess you’re right,” Andy said. “I am being a lit-

tle hard on Peter. After all, Jesus still loved Peter and
took care of Him. But He does want us to trust Him.
I guess the disciples realized who Jesus really is, huh?
They’re saying that He truly is the Son of God.”
“Wow!” said David. “Peter must trust Jesus a whole

lot. I wonder if trusting Jesus like that would work if
He wasn’t standing right there?”
“It sure does,” Eli said. “I’m not saying that you

should try to walk on water, unless God tells you to.
It’s just that whenever you’re following Jesus, He’ll be
there whether you know it or not.”

Lesson 3

1. What is one thing that Jesus wants us to trust Him with?

2. Why were the disciples in the boat worried?

3. Did Peter trust Jesus when he walked on the water?

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 2, Quarter 4, Week 8.
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4 MATTHEW 19:23–30

We stepped out of the
time machine and were
surrounded by the people

who had come to see Jesus. I
think Eli said we landed in

Judea. Jesus was
taking His
time with
each per-
son, show-
ing them
all how
much He

loves them. The
boys walked toward Jesus.
David asked Eli a question.

“What did Jesus mean when He said it’s hard for a
rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven?”
Eli took his time answering. “Jesus meant that peo-

ple who have lots of money and things often think
about them more than about Him. It’s OK to have
things, but all we really need is Jesus. Only He can get
us into heaven.”
Andy nodded. “I remember what happened here.

That rich man walking away just asked Jesus how to
get eternal life. Jesus told him to sell all he had and
give his money to the poor. But the man couldn’t. He
loved his things so much that he went away sad, know-
ing he couldn’t do what it takes to have eternal life.”
We heard Jesus say it is easier for a camel to go

through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter heaven. A camel isn’t exactly a small animal!
The disciples looked confused. They asked, “Who

can be saved?” After all, this rich man wasn’t a bad
man. He was a very good and kind man. But he
wasn’t willing to put Jesus above all else.
Jesus answered them, telling them that putting Him

above all riches and treasures would be impossible on
their own. But with God, all things are possible.
“So if He asks us to do something that we can’t do

ourselves,” Andy said, “He’ll give us the strength to
do it!”
Then Peter said, “We have left everything to follow

You. What then will there be for us?”
“I guess they did what the rich man couldn’t do,

didn’t they?” David asked.
“I think so,” Andy chimed in. “Like Eli said, they

had to totally trust Jesus. Otherwise, they wouldn’t
have been able to give up everything to follow
Him.”
“But Jesus is worth so much more than

what they’ve left,” said Eli. “Listen to what
He is saying.” Jesus told the disciples that
when they join Him in heaven, they would
sit on thrones. Those who left their fami-
lies and possessions behind would be
blessed one hundred times as much as
what they had and would have eternal life.
“God makes the impossible possible

when we follow Him,” Eli said. “He even
tells the disciples that ‘many who are first
will be last, and many who are last . . .’”
Can you help Eli finish this statement?

Lesson 4

1. Why did Jesus say it is hard for a rich man to enter heaven?

2. What did Jesus say when the disciples asked who could be saved?

3. What did Jesus tell Peter would be done for those who left everything to follow Him?

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 2, Quarter 4, Week 9.
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5MATTHEW 26:17–30

We’ve landed again.
David, Eli, and Andy started
their routine of figuring out

the adventure answers. Eli
looked up the passage. David looked

at the time-screen viewer to see which Mo-D setting
they needed. “Costume cloaker,” he said.
Andy looked at the people in the crowd, finding

familiar faces. “There are the disciples and Jesus,”
Andy reported. Eli nodded, and they stepped out to
join the group. The disciples were asking Jesus where
He wanted them to prepare for the Passover dinner.
“We’re really going to see it,” Eli whispered with a

sense of awe. “The disciples are going to prepare Jesus’
Passover meal. Do you remember what that means?”
Andy looked at Eli. “It’s Jesus’ Last Supper, isn’t

it?”
David hadn’t caught on yet. “What do you mean

His Last Supper?” he asked.
Eli said carefully, “This is the last time that Jesus

will eat with His disciples before He dies. It’s a sad
time, but it’s also an incredible time to remember what
Jesus did for us.”
Jesus told the disciples to go into the city and tell a

man that they were going to use his house for dinner.
We chose to follow so we wouldn’t get lost.
Evening came quickly. The journey took longer

than I had thought. David whispered, “Did Jesus just
say one of the men here is going to betray Him? To
turn against Him?”
Andy glanced over at David and nodded. “There’s

Judas!” he pointed out.

“Why aren’t the other disciples being mean to
Judas?” David asked.
Eli reminded the boys to be quiet, then explained,

“None of the other disciples know that Judas is the
one who will betray Jesus. Right now they are sad
thinking that it might be one of them.”
Then Jesus told the disciples that the man who

dipped his hand into the bowl with Him would be the
one who betrays Him. “Look! There’s Judas,” Andy
said. “He dipped his hand in the bowl with Jesus. But
Jesus isn’t treating him any differently. He still looks
like He loves Judas even though He knows what Judas
is going to do to Him.”
“That’s right,” Eli commented.
Jesus told His disciples to eat the bread and to

remember it as His body that would be broken. Then
He passed around a cup, telling them to drink from it
to remember His blood that would be poured out.
“He doesn’t seem to be angry, just sad,” Eli said.
Jesus said He would not drink from the cup again

until His disciples were with Him in heaven. He knew
He was going to die soon. Then the men gathered to go
out to the Mount of Olives. All three boys looked sad.
“I can’t believe that Jesus can be so calm knowing

that His friend is going to turn on Him,” David said.
“It’s like it hurts Him, but it doesn’t make Him

mad,” Andy added.
Even Eli looked pretty shaken. “What a huge sacri-

fice He made for them, but He made it for us too. I’m
so glad we were here to see the kind of love that Jesus
has for us.”

Lesson 5

Participate in a communion service.

1. What do the bread and the cup stand for?

2. Which disciple betrayed Jesus?

3. Why did Jesus tell the disciples this would be His last meal with them?

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 2, Quarter 4, Week 10.
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Orange Bible Merits; Year 2, Quarter 4, Weeks 1–5

Week 1
A. Matthew Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

For question one, write the words you and your teammates come up with after you do the activity 
with your commander. Answer questions two and three in complete sentences.

1. List the words your team made out of the three words you were given.
2. Who came to talk to King Herod? (The Wise Men came to talk to Herod.)
3.  Why was King Herod nervous about what these men were saying? (He was nervous because the 

Wise Men were asking where the king of the Jews had been born.)

Week 2
A. Matthew Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1.  In your own words, what does Matthew 5:22 mean? (Answers will vary. They should include that 
God does not want us to hate people.)

2.  What did Jesus compare to hate? (Jesus said that hating someone was like murder and that it would 
receive a similar punishment.)

3.  What did Jesus say to do if you know someone is angry with you because of something you’ve 
done? (Jesus said that you should fi nd that person and settle things with him.)

Week 3
A. Matthew Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1.  What is one thing that Jesus wants us to trust Him with? (Answers will vary. Jesus wants us to 
trust Him with our hearts, our thoughts, our dreams, our fears, our worries, etc.)

2.  Why were the disciples in the boat worried? (They were worried because the waves were rough and 
Jesus was not with them.)

3.  Did Peter trust Jesus when he walked on the water? (Peter did trust Jesus to leave the boat. He 
became fearful on the water, but Jesus was there to help him when he needed it most.)

Week 4
A. Matthew Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1.  Why did Jesus say it is hard for a rich man to enter heaven? (When you are rich, you are likely to 
think more about what you have and own than you think about Jesus.)

2.  What did Jesus say when the disciples asked who could be saved? (Jesus said, “With God all 
things are possible” [19:26]. He wanted them to know that even the most unlikely people could receive 
salvation.)

3.  What did Jesus tell Peter would be done for those who left everything to follow Him? (Jesus told 
Peter that the disciples would sit on thrones in heaven, they would be blessed, and they would receive 
eternal life.)

Matthew
Merit Answer Guide
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Week 
A. Matthew Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1.  What do the bread and the cup stand for? (The bread stands for Jesus’ body that was broken; the cup 
stands for Jesus’ blood that was poured out.)

2. Which disciple betrayed Jesus? (Judas)
3.  Why did Jesus tell the disciples this would be His last meal with them? (Jesus knew He was going 

to die soon.)
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