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1

Lesson 1

JUDGES 2:16–19

Rocky Ranger here,
travel agent for the Ranger
trio. I laugh at David and

Andy and Eli whenever we
arrive at a new place in time.

They turn every which way and bump into each other
trying to see it all at once. Then suddenly they blurt out
together, “Where are we?” Today Eli guessed right.
“This is part of the Promised Land,” he said.
Andy smacked his lips and joked, “Where’s the

milk and honey?”
“They finally got here?” David asked, emphasizing

the last word and spreading his arms to include the
area where they stood. “Did Joshua bring them? Does
it have another name?”
“Canaan,” answered Eli. Then he became serious,

almost sad. “Moses died, and Joshua led the people
into the land. It was the land God promised them, but
the Israelites had a hard time making it their own.”
“How can that be?” argued Andy. “I heard that

when God makes a promise, He always keeps it.”
Andy was right, of course. God always keeps His

promises. But often He gives us a part in making a
promise come true. Eli thought for a careful answer.
“God loved His people. He was glad to promise them
a land of their own. But the people had to do some-
thing to keep their part of the promise. God told the
tribal leaders they should claim the land that would be
theirs and make sure the people who had lived there
before were removed.”
“Why did God want that?” asked David.

“Yeah, God could have gotten the other people
out,” Andy said.
“Maybe God wanted to be sure the Israelites really

wanted to be on His side. Sometimes you get picked
for Bill’s softball team when you’d rather be on Joe’s,”
Eli explained.
David asked, “Why wouldn’t they want to be on

God’s team?”
Eli read about how the people no longer knew

much about God and what He had done to help them.
Somehow their older family members had been too
busy to tell them. Or maybe they thought they would
know it without being taught.
“They didn’t teach their children when they were

walking and in the morning and at night like God told
them to?” asked David.
“Something like that,” agreed Eli. “So they did

things their own way. They disobeyed God.”
“So God didn’t have to keep His part of the prom-

ise since they didn’t keep their part?” David asked.
Eli read about how God gave them new leaders,

called judges, who did remember and obey God. God
gave the judges authority over the Israelites. As long
as the people followed the judges, they were protect-
ed. When they disobeyed, however, their enemies
would defeat them.
Andy’s eyes shone. “I get it. God loves us and wants

to help us. All He asks is that we do what He says.”
“Right,” Eli said with a smile. “Now let’s go see if

we can find out who is the judge right now.”

Draw a line through the wrong ending to each sentence.

1. God’s people had
* forgotten how God had helped them
* remembered stories about God’s help

2. God promised His people
* their own land
* milk and honey

3. God asked His people to
* pay for their land
* help claim their land

4. The judges of Israel
* had authority from God
* were elected by the people

Draw a picture of someone who has authority in your life.

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 1, Quarter 4, Week 1.
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2JUDGES 6:11–16

“Ouch! What hit me?”
yelled Andy. Eli and David
were reading the Mo-D

locater passage in Judges 6.
Andy had stepped out to look

around. All that hit Andy was an acorn. He was stand-
ing under an oak tree.
Eli walked over to a winepress. “I wonder if nuts

fell on the angel who visited Gideon under that tree,”
laughed Eli.
“This tree? Gideon met the angel right here?”

David asked excitedly.
“Slow down!” warned Andy. “Give me the back-

ground, guys.”
Eli explained that the Israelites had been governed

by many judges. While they followed each leader,
God blessed them. But when a judge died, the people
often turned from God and trouble followed. God was
still trying to show them that He was their deliverer.
Eli ended David’s suspense. “Yes, this is the tree.

When Gideon came out of the winepress, probably
taking a break from threshing wheat for his
father . . . ”
“What’s threshing?” interrupted David.
“Separating the grain kernels from the grain

stalks,” replied Andy. “Gideon probably beat the
wheat with a stick.” Andy hit the ground with a
branch he’d picked up.
If you live on a farm, you know this is very differ-

ent from your thresher. We’ve traveled back to a time
when there were no steam or gas or diesel machines.
Every job was done with hand tools.
Eli quietly said, “We’re going invisible. Come over

here and be quiet. I think that’s Gideon.” Eli ducked

behind the winepress and pointed at a man coming
through the field. The man looked around before
unloading the sheaf of grain off his back. He pound-
ed the stalks with a stick for a while.
Andy whispered, “I was right.”
Soon Gideon sat down under the tree to take a

break. Suddenly he was not alone. The angel said,
“The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”
Gideon didn’t agree with the angel. “If God is with

us, why are we in such trouble?” he asked him.
“I’d never talk to an angel like that!” whispered

David harshly.
Gideon thought God had left the Israelites. They

were living in caves to hide, and he was pounding
wheat in a pit made for juicing grapes just to fool the
Midianites so they wouldn’t steal their food.
The angel said, “I’m sending you, Gideon, to save

Israel. The Lord will be with you. You will strike
down the Midianites as if they were only one man.”
“That guy?” whispered Andy. “I thought he’d be

really big and, well, something more, I guess.” Gideon
was surprised too because he was both the youngest
and the smallest son.
The whistle blew, and we tried to go back quietly so

Gideon wouldn’t hear us. When the doors slid shut,
Andy started talking. “But God had promised to be
with him. It didn’t matter how tall Gideon wasn’t or
how many muscles he didn’t have. What mattered was
that he obey God and lead the people God’s way,”
Andy said proudly. He took an acorn out of his pock-
et and tossed it up to catch it.
Eli snagged it before Andy could get it. “That’s

great. Why don’t you start entering those answers?”

Lesson 2

1. What fell from Gideon’s tree?______________________________________________________________________________________.

2. How would Gideon describe himself? __________________________________________________________________.

3. For what kind of produce was the wine press built? ______________________________________________ .

4. What was Gideon threshing inside the winepress?____________________________________________.

5. Name at least two characters from this story whose power came from God. ________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 1, Quarter 4, Week 2.

This license grants permission to Rich Schreiber to use and reproduce this sheet from Feb 05, 2013 to Feb 20, 2014 for use in a local outpost/group or self-study.  Any
unauthorized use constitutes a violation of the agreement and may result in the revocation of TRaCclub membership.

©2010 by Gospel Publishing House.  All rights reserved worldwide.



3 JUDGES 6:33–40

Hi, Rangers! It’s great to
have you here with me and
the time travelers, David,

Andy, and Eli. We’re back in
the place where you saw us last,

but now it’s sometime later. Gideon has become a good
leader. The Rangers are talking about him now.
“You’re right. Gideon did become a good judge for

his people,” related Eli. “He was very obedient to God
and did some brave acts.”
David begged for the story. “What brave thing did

he do?”
Andy cut through the air with his hand as he said,

“He chopped down an altar to the false god Baal. He
replaced it with an altar to the true God of Israel. Of
course this made the people from his town mad at him.”

The Israelites were so angry,
they wanted to kill Gideon. But
Gideon’s father, Joash, was very
clever. He told the townspeople
that Baal himself should take care
of Gideon. Joash knew that Baal
was not real and had no power at

all, so his son Gideon
would be safe.
“Gideon was brave,

but I seem to recall he
tested God a lot,” said
Andy.

“He just wanted to be

sure he was doing what God asked of him. After all,
only God knew how things were going to turn out,”
said Eli.
David had that questioning look. “How did Gideon

test God?”
“Why don’t you watch?” Eli said as he quickly

switched the Mo-D to invisibility. He showed the boys
the setting and motioned toward a group of warriors
coming toward them. Gideon was holding a wool
fleece. He wanted a sign: Will God really be with us
in this battle? Will God protect us and give us victo-
ry? So he threw the wool fleece on the ground and
asked God to make it wet but keep the ground around
it dry to show they would win the battle.
The next morning we watched as Gideon wrung a

bowlful of water out of the fleece. Gideon asked God
for just one more test. This time he wanted the fleece
to stay dry but the ground around it to be wet.
We had to run for the time machine, so we didn’t

get to watch this time.
“So did God do it?” David asked.
“Yes,” exclaimed Andy. “The most amazing thing

was not that the fleece was wet or dry, but that God
gave Gideon proof that He knew what was going to
happen. God knew the future.”
“You mean that Gideon and his men would win the

battle?” David asked.
“Right,” said Eli. “And now, David, why don’t you

answer some questions instead of asking them.”

Lesson 3

Fill in the answers. A name may be used more than once. Some names are not used.

1. Who was the judge?

2. Who was the judge’s father?

3. Who was the false god?

4. Who were the enemies?

5. Who put out the fleece?

6. Who knew the future?

Joash Gideon God Baal Midianites Barak Jesus Moabites

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 1, Quarter 4, Week 3.
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4JUDGES 7:1–22

It was still dark when the
time machine doors slid
open. I tried to wake up

everybody. Eli was the easiest. I
guess he’s learned that some things

just have to be done. Andy told me it wasn’t time to
get up yet, but I just kept dogging him. David has so
much energy I’m sure he needed to sleep, but we had
to be out on the hillside to watch Gideon. David
rubbed his eyes. “Why are we out here before the sun
is up?” he moaned.
Andy wasn’t happy but said, “We don’t want to

miss this.”
“You’re right,” said Eli as he read the locater pas-

sage. “God gives Gideon a strange battle plan. Gideon
knows he must obey God, or he’d never have done it
this way.”
“What way?” asked David. His body wasn’t awake,

but his curiosity was.
The sun was rising, and we could see there were

soldiers everywhere. It would have taken all day to
count the thirty-two thousand men Gideon had to
fight against the Midianites. “There he is!” Andy
pointed. “He’s talking to his men, moving from one
group to another. But when he leaves, they wring their
hands or look at the ground.”
“He’s asking every man if he is afraid,” explained Eli.

“If they say they are, he’s telling them to go back home.”
“Were any afraid?” asked David.
“Just twenty-two thousand,” replied Eli.
Andy made fun of them, as if he were fearless.

“Only ten thousand are left, and God said even that is
too many,” Andy said.
“God knows that if Gideon takes just a few men

and wins, they will know that the victory is God’s,”
said Eli. “But if they win because they have a big
army, they could say that they won without God’s
help.”
“It must be hard for Gideon to let them go,” wor-

ried David.
As the men who were left stopped at the brook to

drink, some of them cupped their hands and lapped
the water with their tongues like I do. Most of them
knelt down to drink. “The ones who knelt down are
leaving,” Andy said. “Hardly any men are left.”
Eli told him there were only three hundred men left.
We waited all day, but no battle started. Just after

dark, we saw Gideon and an aide sneak down into the
Midianite camp. Eli whispered, “Gideon will overhear
a man inside that tent tell about a dream he had. In the
dream the Midianites lose the battle. This is another
sign to Gideon that God will bring him victory.”
Gideon crept back to camp and awoke his men. The

boys watched him separate them into three compa-
nies. Each man was given a trumpet and an empty jar
covering a lit torch. Gideon told them to do every-
thing he did. Suddenly, there is chaos!
“They smashed the pitchers and now the torch

flames show!” exclaimed Andy.
“What are they shouting?” yelled David over the

sounds of voices and trumpets.
“A sword for the Lord and for Gideon,” shouted

Andy and Eli, watching as the Midianites stumbled
out of their tents and ran away.
“The hard thing was the right thing,” said Eli. “God

always knows.”

1. How many men did Gideon have early in the

Lesson 4

morning?
2. How many men left Gideon because they were
afraid?

3. How many men, then, remained with Gideon?
4. How many men cupped their hands to drink?
5. How many men kneeled to drink from the brook?
6. What was the total number of men Gideon had
for his army?

7. How many men were in each company?
8. How many companies did Gideon create?

9. Which number won the battle (mark with X)?
[ ] host of Midianites
[ ] companies of Israel
[ ] one true God

Some days math seems like a hard thing to do. Gideon had a number problem. How did he solve it?

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 1, Quarter 4, Week 4.
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5 JUDGES 16:4–22

Eli’s eyes took on a far-
away look. “What are you
thinking about?” David

asked.
“I was just wondering how

long it will be before we get home.” He ran his fingers
over his hair.
“Why? Do you need a haircut?” Andy asked as he

copied Eli’s touching his hair.
“No, I just do that when I’m thinking,” Eli said.
“Whom were you thinking about? Brooke?” Andy

taunted as he stayed just out of Eli’s reach.
The two younger boys started chanting, “Eli’s got a

girlfriend,” until the “need data” button on the console
began flashing. The boys went silent as they scram-
bled for the Mo-D and Bible to figure out where and
when they were. After getting Judges 16 from the
locater and setting the Mo-D to costume cloaker, Eli
thumbed through the Bible until he found the passage.
Andy started reading and laughed. “Do you think

the time machine’s teasing you too?”
“Maybe it’s warning me to stay away from girls!”

Eli said.
“The Bible is telling you to stay away from girls?

What are you talking about?” David asked, pushing
his way between them to see the Bible. “Hey, Samson.
I’ve heard of him. He was really strong.”
The boys stepped out of the time machine and

began looking for a strong man with really long hair.
They saw him walking beside a beautiful woman. She
was telling Samson that if he really loved her he
would tell her his secret.

“Why won’t he tell her?” David asked.
Eli explained that Delilah, the woman, kept trying

to get Samson to tell the secret of his unusual
strength. Samson liked her, and he told her stories
about what would make his power leave. She would
try them and find out he was only kidding.
“I’m thinking Samson wasn’t very smart, since

Delilah always tested his story,” Andy said.
David said, “It just sounds like fun to me.”
Eli explained that Delilah was spying for the

Philistines, who were enemies of God’s people. They
promised her a lot of money to find Samson’s secret.
This was more than a game for all of them. Delilah kept
saying that Samson didn’t trust her with his secrets.
Samson got tired of it, so he told her everything.
“Which was,” rushed in Andy, “that Samson had

never had a haircut!”
Eli explained. “Samson’s parents had given him to

God as a Nazirite. Part of that vow was that he would
never cut his hair. The secret was not his long hair but
his obedience to God.”
Just then Delilah came to the tent opening and

motioned to a group of men outside. “Samson, the
Philistines are upon you!” they heard Delilah scream.
After the sound of a brief struggle, the Philistines
dragged Samson out of the tent. All of his hair was
gone. One of the men paid Delilah before they
dragged Samson off to prison.
“Samson did not have to give in to temptation. He

could have asked God for help. That’s a good thing for
us to remember,” concluded Eli.

Lesson 5

Fill in the correct answers using the list of words. Each blank indicates a letter.

Samson’s loss __ T __ __ __ __ __ __

girlfriend __ E __ __ __ __ __

strongman __ __ M __ __ __

Delilah __ P __

tempt T__ __ __ __

vow __ A __ __ __ __ __ __

enemies __ __ __ __ __ __ T __ __ __ __

forbidden __ __ I __ __ __ __

Israelites __ O __’ __

Delilah’s reward __ __ N __ __

Spy
Delilah
Strength
Tease
Money
God’s
Haircut
Nazirite
Samson
Philistines

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 1, Quarter 4, Week 5.
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Orange Bible Merits; Year 1, Quarter 4, Weeks 1–5

Week 1
A. Judges Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets. 

1. God’s people had 
• forgotten how God had helped them
• remembered stories about God’s help

2. God promised His people 
• their own land
• milk and honey

3. God asked His people to 
• pay for their land
• help claim their land

4. The judges of Israel 
• had authority from God
• were elected by the people

Week 2
A. Judges Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets. 

1. What fell from Gideon’s tree? (An acorn.) 
2. How would Gideon describe himself? (Small, weak.) 
3. For what kind of produce was the winepress built? (Grapes.) 
4. What was Gideon threshing inside the winepress? (Wheat.)
5.  Name at least two characters from this story whose power came from God. (Gideon, Angel.) 

Week 3
A. Judges Merit: Have the boys complete their worksheets. 

1. Who was the judge? (Gideon.)
2. Who was the judge’s father? (Joash.)
3. Who was the false god? (Baal.)
4. Who were the enemies? (Midianites.)
5. Who put out the fl eece? (Gideon.)
6. Who knew the future? (God.)

Week 4
A. Judges Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets. 

Some days math seems like a hard thing to do. Gideon had a number problem. How did he solve it?
1. How many men did Gideon have early in the morning? (32,000) 
2. How many men left Gideon because they were afraid? (22,000) 
3. How many men, then, remained with Gideon? (10,000) 
4. How many men cupped their hands to drink? (300)
5. How many men kneeled to drink from the brook? (9,700) 
6. What was the total number of men Gideon had for his army? (300)
7. How many men were in each company? (100)

Judges
Merit Answer Guide
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Week 4 (Cont.)
8. How many companies did Gideon create? (3)
9. Which number won the battle (mark with X)? (One true God)

[  ] host of Midianites
[  ] companies of Israel
[x] one true God

Week 5
Judges Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets. 

Samson’s loss S T R E N G T H

girlfriend D E L I L A H

strongman S A M S O N

Delilah S P Y

temp T E A S E

vow N A Z I R I T E

enemies P H I L I S T I N E S

forbidden H A I R C U T

Israelites G O D’ S

Delilah’s reward M O N E Y
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