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1

Lesson 1

JONAH 1:1–3

David, Andy, Eli, and I
(Rocky) stood very still
looking around. We quickly

tried to figure out where our
time travels had taken us this

time. When the boys had asked where they were, Eli
grinned and hid the Mo-D in his pocket. “You can fig-
ure this one out. I’ve got the costume cloaker on.”
We were in a wooden room that was rocking.

Everything smelled like fish and salt. The boys
stacked some crates so we could lift a trapdoor in the
ceiling. They stepped out onto the deck of a ship. We
looked over the rail to see ships docked around the
water’s edge close by. Several men loaded cargo
onboard a ship nearby. Eli looked closely at the peo-
ple standing on the dock of the crowded city.
“I think we’re in the Old Testament times, but I’m

not sure,” David said.
Just then a man with a worried look on his face

shouted up to them, “Is this boat going to Tarshish?”
The boys looked surprised. “We don’t know. We’re

not from here,” Andy answered.
“I think it is,” Eli called down. The other boys

looked at Eli.
The man looked scared as he came onboard. David,

always curious, asked, “What’s your name?”
The man turned to him and answered, “Jonah.”
“Really?” David asked with a grin on his face.

Looking at him strangely, Jonah nodded.
“He’s just excited to meet a prophet of God,” Eli

explained. “So God is sending you to Tarshish?”
Jonah didn’t like that question. “I am going away

for a while,” he said. Then he muttered, “He doesn’t
understand there are some things a man can’t do!”
“Who doesn’t understand?” Andy asked, trying to

look serious. “What can’t you do?”
Jonah looked very annoyed and said, “God told me

to go to the city of Nineveh and warn the people of
God’s wrath. I am to help the people turn to God.”
“What’s so hard about that?” asked David.
“I do not like those people. I don’t want to go to

Nineveh. We have seen God do many things for us,
His people. He brought us out of Egypt when we were
slaves. He gave us some great kings like David and
Solomon. When my ancestors disobeyed God, He
punished them. But when the people turned back to
Him, God forgave them. God is a forgiving God. I
don’t want Him to forgive the people of Nineveh if
they start obeying Him.”
When the boys were going to ask more questions,

Eli pulled them to the side and said, “Let’s leave him
alone. God wants to teach Jonah some important les-
sons.”
The boys watched as the sailors got the ship ready

for the journey. When the captain of the ship told
Jonah that the boat was indeed going to Tarshish, we
went back below to the time machine. It was interest-
ing to watch someone running from God. How do you
think Jonah was behaving? What do you think will
happen next?

1. What did God ask Jonah to do?

2. What was Jonah’s reaction to God’s request?

3. How was Jonah trying to escape?

4. Why do you think Jonah ran from God’s request?

5. Predict what you think will happen next in the story of Jonah.

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 1, Quarter 3, Week 6.
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2JONAH 1:4–15

Time travel is not always
as easy as it seems. No place
in the Old Testament has the

kind of dog food I like. Now
David, Andy, Eli, and I are again

onboard the ship that is taking Jonah to the city of
Tarshish. Jonah already told us that God wanted him
to go to the people of Nineveh. He needed to warn
them about God’s wrath and tell them about God’s
love. Instead, Jonah is running away from what God
has asked him to do.
While I waited for dinner to be served, David

explored every corner on deck. Andy sat worrying that
Jonah would get into trouble for running from God. Eli
seemed to be waiting for something to happen.
The sailors keep frowning at the gathering black

clouds. The boat is rocking harder. None of us are
feeling very well, so we go below.
Finally, we decided to go to bed. Suddenly, some-

one’s screaming and praying woke us up.
“What’s wrong?” asked Andy.
“Shh,” said Eli. “The storm has gotten really bad.

The crewmembers are crying out to their gods. They
think someone onboard has brought this danger to the
ship. They are afraid.”
“Oh, no,” whispered David. “It’s Jonah!”
Eli nodded and said, “The Bible says the sailors

will cast lots, kind of like drawing straws, to find out

who has caused them all this trouble.”
“Do you think they know that Jonah is running

from God?” asked David.
“Yes,” murmured Eli. “I heard Jonah tell them

about his problems.”
The boys made their way to the other passengers’

sleeping area. The crew was yelling at Jonah. “Who
are you and what have you done?”
Jonah explained that he was a Jew. He told them

that God had asked him to go to Nineveh and tell the
people about God. He had decided not to do that.
The men wanted to know what they

should do to make the storm calm.
Jonah told the men to throw him
overboard. The crew did not want to
do that, so they tried to row the ship
out of the storm. But the storm just
got worse. Finally, they prayed to
the one true God, asking God not to
hurt them for what they were about
to do. Then they threw Jonah over-
board.
Since we couldn’t follow him

without drowning, we headed back
below deck to see where the time
machine would take us next.

Lesson 2

Pretend you are either a crewman or Jonah. Answer the questions as if you were that person.

1. What caused the storm?

2. How can we escape the storm?

3. What would I do if I were there?

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 1, Quarter 3, Week 7.
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3 JONAH 1:17 TO 2:10

We had hopped back
into the time machine right
after they threw Jonah over-

board, and we just landed.
The Mo-D switched to shadow

bubble and projected us out into a strange place. The
shadow bubble lets us see and hear and walk around,
but we can’t touch, feel, or smell anything. Now we
were wondering where we had landed.
“Yuck!” screamed David. “Where are we?”
We looked around. It was dark and mushy. I was

happy my dog nose couldn’t smell a lot of the things
we saw. Then we saw Jonah on his knees crying out to
God.
“You hurled me into the deep, into the very heart of

the seas,” Jonah prayed (2:3).
Eli said, “It’s OK. Jonah understands that his sin

landed him in this dark place. He’s asking God to for-
give him. He knows a big fish swallowed him. Guess
what? Unless we get answers fast, we’re in here for
three days.”
“A big fish! Three days!” exclaimed Andy. “I knew

it! I knew it! His disobedience put him here. Listen to
him praying about the seaweed that was wrapped
around his head. Of course seaweed had wrapped
around his head. What did he expect? How will he
survive three days in here?”
Three days can be a long time when you are in the

dark stomach of a fish. Jonah didn’t have anything to
eat unless he wanted to eat half-digested fish. We
were glad that the shadow bubble projected us into the
fish’s belly outside of the time machine only for short
periods of time.
“Andy?” asked Eli as we watched Jonah on the

viewing screen from inside the time machine. “Do
you remember any other Bible people who stayed
three days in darkness?”
“Yes,”Andy said with excitement. “Jesus was in the

tomb three days before He was raised from the dead.”
“Could this be that kind of message . . . .” Just then

the fish’s stomach began to make rumbling noises.
Suddenly the time machine and everything else in the
fish’s stomach was vomited out onto the shore. The
boys stood up and rubbed whatever body parts they
had bumped when we landed. The doors slid open in
time for us to hear Jonah talking.
“I’m heading for Nineveh!” stated Jonah firmly.

“I’m going to do exactly what God wants me to do.”
“Why do people disobey God?” asked David.
“That’s a good question,”

responded Eli. “Why do you
think any of us don’t do what
God wants us to do?”

Lesson 3

1. Why do we disobey God?

2. How can we do better at being obedient to God?

3. Use describing words to tell what you think the inside of the fish’s belly would have been like.

4. If I were Jonah and were inside the belly of a fish, I would .

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 1, Quarter 3, Week 8.
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4JONAH 3:1–10

We have discovered that
we’re just outside the gates
of Nineveh. “This is quite a

city,” stated Andy.
Eli read from the Bible that the

city was important and that it required a three-day
visit to get through it. That was a pretty big city for
Old Testament times.
We watched as Jonah walked into the city and

began to warn the people that if they did not turn from
their sinful ways, God was going to destroy their city.
“Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned,” he
shouted (3:4).
Andy watched as the people began to spread the

news. “These people believe what Jonah is saying,” he
said in surprise.
David nodded. “They sure do. They are putting on

those clothes that look like old sacks. People in Bible
times do that when they are confessing their sins,
right?”
Eli nodded. “They are showing God that they are

sorry. The sackcloth shows they are mourning. The
people want to change their wicked ways. They will

also begin to fast,” stated Eli.
“That’s when you don’t eat so that you spend that

time praying and worshiping God,” said David, proud
of his knowledge.
Just then the people standing around the market-

place started talking and pointing to a man who stood
on a crate. He made an announcement, “The King of
Nineveh wants everyone to fast and pray. Even the
animals will go without food. All of us are to give up
our evil ways. We are all praying that God will not
destroy us.”
Even the animals! That means me! I hope everyone

asks for forgiveness soon.
“What’s going to happen?” asked David.
“Well,” Eli responded, “the Bible says that God saw

what they did and how they turned from their evil
ways. He had compassion. He didn’t destroy them like
He said He would if they did not turn to Him.”
“So, all’s well that ends well,” Andy stated.
“Not quite,” said Eli. “The story is not over yet.”
Don’t tell me I have to go without food again!
“What can go wrong now?” asked David.

Lesson 4

1. What do you think could go wrong?

2. What do these words mean?

Fast Pray

Nineveh Repent

Forgive Prophet

Sackcloth

3. Read Jonah 3:1–10 and summarize the story in three sentences.

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 1, Quarter 3, Week 9.
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5 JONAH 4:1–11

This is our fifth adven-
ture with Jonah. We are in
Nineveh. Jonah has

preached a message of repen-
tance. The people are turning

from their wicked ways and are turning to God. Now
guess what? Jonah is mad. That’s right. He is down-
right angry. As we walk down the middle of the street,
we see these amazing salvations, but Jonah is grum-
bling and walking to the outer limits of town.
“What’s he so mad about?” asked David.
“Beats me,” said Andy. “You’d think he’d be happy.

I mean everyone repented and is now serving God. I
don’t get it.”
Jonah sat down by a plant that grew up quickly and

gave him shelter from the sun.
Eli said, “Listen, guys. Jonah is praying. You will

soon find out why he’s mad.”
Jonah prayed, “Isn’t this what I said when I was still

at home? I knew You were a God who relents from
sending calamity. Take my life. It’s better for me to die
than live!”
Andy pointed and said, “Look at the plant. It’s

wilting—drying up. I think a worm is eating it.”

“Cool,” said David as he watched the plant disappear.
Jonah got madder and said, “It would be better for

me to die than to live.” Jonah was not only angry
about God’s showing mercy, now he was mad that the
plant died.
Suddenly God spoke to Jonah, “Do you have a right

to be angry about the vine?”
“I do,” said Jonah. “I am angry enough to die.”
Then God said, “You have been worried about this

vine, though you did not tend it or make it grow. It
sprang up overnight and died overnight. But Nineveh
has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people
who cannot tell their right hand from their left, and
many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned about
their great city?”
God is even concerned about their animals. I like

that about God.
After Eli watched and listened, he turned to the rest

of us and said, “Now the story is over. Jonah finally
obeyed God, and many people were saved. Jonah had
to deal with his selfish feelings, and God showed us
all that He loves everyone. What did you like best
about our time with Jonah, David?”
“Getting out of that fish’s stomach!” said David.

Lesson 5

What did you like best about our adventures with Jonah? Write your answer on a separate piece of
paper and attach it to this page.

1. What happened when Jonah told the people of Nineveh about God?

2. What was Jonah’s reaction to the people’s repentance?

3. What was the reason for Jonah’s reaction?

4. What message did God give Jonah about his reaction?

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 1, Quarter 3, Week 10.
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Orange Bible Merits; Year 1, Quarter 3, Weeks 1–5

Week 1
A. Jonah Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets. 

1. What did God ask Jonah to do? (Go to Nineveh and tell the people about God.)
2.  What was Jonah’s reaction to God’s request? (He took off for the city of Tarshish instead.)
3. How was Jonah trying to escape? (By ship.)
4.  Why do you think Jonah ran from God’s request? (He did not want God to forgive the people of 

Nineveh.)
5. Predict what you think will happen next in the story of Jonah. (Answers will vary.)

Week 2
A. Jonah Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1.  What has caused the storm? (Crewmen: God is angry with someone. Jonah: God is angry with me.)
2.  How can we escape the storm? (Crewmen: Row the ship as hard as we can. Jonah: Throw me over-

board.)
3. What would I do if I were there? (Answers will vary.)

Week 3
A. Jonah Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1. Why do we disobey God? (Answers will vary.)
2.  How can we do better at being obedient to God? (Learn what pleases God, practice self-control, etc.)
3.  Use describing words to tell what you think the inside of the fi sh’s belly would have been like. 

(Smelly, mushy, creepy, dark, putrid, stinks, hurts, scary, awful, etc.)
4. If I were Jonah and were inside the belly of a fi sh, I would... (Answers will vary.)

Week 4
A. Jonah Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1. What do you think could go wrong? (Answers will vary.)
2. What do these words mean?

Fast (To go without eating to seek God.) 
Pray (Speak to God.) 
Nineveh (The city Jonah was sent to by God.) 
Repent (Ask for forgiveness.)
Forgive (To stop being angry at someone.)
Prophet (One who speaks for God.)
Sackcloth (Rough material worn when mourning.)

3.  Read Jonah 3:1–10 and summarize the story in three sentences. (Answers will vary. E.g., Jonah 
went to Nineveh. He gave the people the warning that God wanted him to give. The people repented.)

Jonah
Merit Answer Guide
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Week 
A. Jonah Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.
    What did you like best about our adventures with Jonah? Illustrate your answer on a separate 
piece of paper, and attach the paper that shows what you liked most about this story to the workbook 
pages.

1.  What happened when Jonah told the people of Nineveh about God? (They repented and turned 
from their evil ways.)

2. What was Jonah’s reaction to the people’s repentance? (He got angry.)
3.  What was the reason for Jonah’s reaction? (They were not Jewish. They had been enemies to the Jew-

ish people. Jonah did not want God to forgive them.)
4.  What message did God give Jonah about his reaction? (That He loved everyone, including the 

people of Nineveh.) 

7
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