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1

Lesson 1

JOEL 1:1–17

“And after camp ends,”
continued Eli, “my family
is going on vacation to

Florida.”
“Wow,” said David, “your

summer sounds busy.”
“We will all be busy,” said Andy, “but it’s going to

be great. We can spend time together when we’re not
doing other things. Rocky can hang out with us too.”
I perked up my ears and wagged my tail eagerly.
“The only bad thing,” continued David, “is that we

have to go back to school in the fall. I wish Jesus
would come before school starts again.”
Eli wrinkled his forehead and said, “It would be

awesome for Jesus to come back. But I worry about
the people who will be left behind. The Bible says
many times that when the Lord comes back, things
will get really hard here on earth.”
“How could it be bad for Jesus to come back?”

asked David. “He’s our God and Savior.”
“Our God and Savior, true. But the Day of the Lord

will be horrible,” replied Eli.
Just then the time machine came to a halt. The air

outside was heavy, and everything around us seemed
scary. Something was not right. The time machine
stopped right next to a trench. When we stepped out,
we fell into the trench, stumbling over each other. The
small, dark, dirty hole held other people, if you could
call them that. Their skin was almost totally white.
They looked tired, filthy, sick, and very scared.
“Where are we?” asked David, frightened.
Andy said he was sure they were in the last days.
“I have to take a look,” said Eli. Looking around

carefully, we stood up and started walking down the
length of the mucky trench. We paused now and then
to look around at the ghostlike, terrified people squat-
ting in the filth. Peering over the edge of the trench,
we found we were in a field, but who knew what once
grew there. The entire crop, right to the very end of
the field, was nothing but chewed-up stalks. Locusts
scratched and clawed over each other on the stalks and
on the dusty ground everywhere. Black swarms of
them blotted out far-off sections of the dingy sky.
Off to our right, an old man’s head peered over a

trench wall. We struggled to hear his screams over the
people’s crying and the constant buzz of insects.
“Wake up, you drunkards, and weep! Wail, all you
drinkers of wine; wail because of the new wine, for it
has been snatched from your lips” (1:5).
“He’s quoting our locater Bible passage from Joel,”

said Eli.
The whistle sounded, so I barked and ran for the

time machine. I wanted to leave quickly.
“Let’s get out of here,” ordered Andy.
“You don’t have to ask me twice,” said David.
We sprinted across the ruined crop and jumped into

the time machine. I looked at the time viewing screen.
Below me I saw a scorched earth, totally destroyed. I
cried a little dog whimper, and David scratched my
head.
“Guys,” Eli said, “we landed during a bad time in

Israel, a time Joel said would be a taste of what would
come at the last days. We should always be alert and
tell others about Jesus so they don’t have to suffer dur-
ing the last days.”

You just read about the last days. Find Joel 1:1–17 in your Bible. Use these verses to finish the sen-
tences below.

1. Has anything like this ever happened in the days of your ________________?

2. A nation has invaded my _______________.

3. It has the teeth of a _________________, the fangs of a ___________________.

4. It has laid waste my vines and ruined my _______________ _______________.

5. Grieve for the wheat and the barley, because the harvest of the field is ____________________.

6. Surely the joy of mankind is ___________________ ____________________.

7. Make a list of five or more people whom you love. They can be friends or family members. For the next
week, pray for them, especially for salvation, so they don’t have to go through the last days.

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 2, Quarter 4, Week 1.
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2JOEL 2:1–9

Hi, guys. Our last adven-
ture was a scary trip filled
with locusts and the poor peo-

ple left on a ruined planet with
no escape in sight. If a glimpse at

those horrible days doesn’t make nonbelievers think
about accepting Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, then
they must have hard hearts.
“That seemed like an awfully short trip,” said David.
“Awful is exactly right,” answered Andy. “But as

Christians, we need to let nonbelievers know about
Jesus. Part of that means telling them what will hap-
pen if they choose not to believe God’s truth.”
We jogged across a short stretch of beautiful land to

join a small group of people. Majestic mountains just to
the east touched the sky. A comfortable, pretty town lay
to the west. However, the people seemed scared.
“If you look toward the east, you can see a dark

cloud. It is getting bigger and bigger,” someone said
fearfully.
“What are we supposed to do?” an old man shout-

ed angrily from the back of the crowd. “Wait here and
be destroyed?”
Eli looked up from the Bible. “You can wait, or you

can run,” said Eli sadly. “It won’t make any difference.
This is the Day of the Lord.”
“That’s foolishness!” snapped the old man.
A wide-eyed woman screamed and pointed toward

the mountains. The faces of the people in the crowd
turned pale as the cloud slowly moved up from behind
the peaks. The gloomy blackness spread across and
down the mountain toward us. As it moved, we could
see that it was destroying all the trees, plants, and

grass as it went. The countryside behind the cloud was
like a desert waste. The cloud destroyed the land like
a large and mighty army.
“Locusts! Locusts!” some of the people screamed.

“Run! Get inside!”
The whistle sounded, and the shadow bubble set-

ting started blinking. Eli couldn’t get the Mo-D set-
ting to click over.We dashed for the time machine.We
could hear the horrible sound of the locust swarms
heading for us. They had looked like they were mov-
ing slowly before, but that was only because the
mountains were so far away. As the swarms swept
across the valley, they swarmed over us like a gallop-
ing cavalry, crackling like a fire burning stubby, dry
twigs. People ran through the alleys of the town,
screaming. Doors and windows slammed shut as peo-
ple tried to hide themselves inside, but the locusts
plunged through every crack. They rushed upon the
city, crawling along the walls, climbing into houses,
and breaking windows like thieves.
“Come on!” Andy shouted, heading for the time

machine.
We fought to follow him through the thick black

swarm and frantic people, batting locusts out of our
hair and faces. Their hard bodies crunched under our
feet. Breathing hard, we crossed the field to the time
machine. We jumped inside, nearly tripping over each
other. We swatted the locusts that had gotten inside as
the doors were sliding shut.
“Hold on,” Andy said, keying answers into the con-

sole as fast as he could. Soon we were away from the
valley, thankful to know Jesus so we don’t have to go
through the Day of the Lord.

Lesson 2

Imagine that you were in the time machine with the boys and Rocky.

1. Write the things you think you would see on earth below. What would you see in heaven with Jesus? Write
that too.

2. How did the boys and the Book of Joel describe the locusts? Describe them below.

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 2, Quarter 4, Week 2.
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3 JOEL 2:28,29

“Look, guys, I know
we’re all scared, but we
can’t quit. We’ll never get

home,” Andy began before he
was interrupted.

“There is no way I’m going back to the last days
again!” hollered David. “Why does everything have to
be so awful? God loves each of us, right? I read more
of Joel after the last two adventures. Blood and fire
and smoke will come upon the world. It also said that
the sun would be darkened. The moon will turn to
blood. Why would God hurt people with things like
sickness and hunger and darkness?”
“You just answered your own question,” replied

Andy.
“That doesn’t make any sense! What are you talk-

ing about?” David asked, wrinkling up his face.
“Listen,” Eli said, holding up a hand to try to calm

the other two. “We are all Christians because we have
been saved through Jesus, right? We have accepted
His free gift of eternal life, right?” David nodded.
“Well, what Andy is saying is that God loves all peo-
ple. I read some of the other verses in the Bible that
talked about this time. In 2 Peter 3:9, Peter
wrote that God is patient with humans. He does
not want anyone to be away from Him forev-
er. He wants everyone to turn away from sin.
Joel talked about a day when many people

would come to know Him, not just the Jews.
Sometimes it takes terrible things for some people to
come to know Him. The footnote in my Bible said the
day many would come to know God was Pentecost.”
“I’ve heard the word Pentecost before. It’s a holi-

day, right?” asked David.
Eli explained that it was much more than a holiday.

“Joel wrote, ‘I will pour out my Spirit on all people.’
That’s the real meaning of Pentecost.”
Just then the time machine landed in another field.

Instead of millions of nasty locusts, we saw all kinds
of people of every color and nation. A giant wind
swept over the people. The Spirit of God filled them,
and it rested upon them like tongues of fire. The
young people began to prophesy. We spent the night
listening to them share the prophecies and visions
given to them by the Holy Spirit. Early the next morn-
ing, old men told of their dreams. God gave them
dreams about Him and His plans for the people on
earth and in heaven. It was wonderful and exciting.
“You see,” said Andy, “it’s not all bad. The Lord

works out everything for His own end.”
“You’re right,” agreed David, “these people may

have suffered in the last days, but now they’re God’s
people, even though it took them longer to see the
light.”
We sat and listened for a while, then started back
to the time machine.

Lesson 3

Read Joel 2:28–32 for the answers to the following.

1. List three bad things that will happen in the last days.

2. Which one do you think is the worst? Why?

3. The word Pentecost comes from a Greek word that means “fiftieth,” but what does Pentecost really mean?
What happens during Pentecost?

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 2, Quarter 4, Week 3.
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4JOEL 3:18–21

A loud clap of something
like thunder rocked the time
machine like a paper boat in a

tidal wave.We hurried out of the
door, worried the time machine had

crashed. The ground was rumbling and trembling.
There were some people nearby.
David yelled at the top of his voice, “What’s going

on?”
“I don’t know!” shouted Andy.
“What’s happening?” Eli begged.
“Relax, brother,” said a bearded man with a smile.

“Wait and you’ll see.”
As he continued to smile, the thunder roared on and

on, gradually becoming quieter and more distant. The
trembling of the sky and earth continued to pound in
waves upon our faces and through the soles of our
shoes. Then it turned into a soothing, massaging
pulse. Eventually it died down to nothing. Carefully, I
wagged my tail, walked around in a circle, and lay
down on the cool, quiet spring grass. Grass? I
thought. All the green had been stripped away in the
other places we had stopped lately. This was beautiful.
At least, it was becoming beautiful. What was in one
moment desertlike and ruined soil was filled the next
moment with healthy flowers, shrubs, and trees. The
wave of new life spread up the distant mountains as
streams of cool, clear water began to flow. Waterfalls
that had dried up in the last days now brimmed over
with crystal-clear water. They splashed through the air
to their rocky bases, and then coursed down the

mountainside into the foothills.
“What in the world . . . ,” began Andy.
“Who in the world is more like it,” said the beard-

ed man. “The fighting is over forever!” he yelled.
“The Lord our God is our stronghold!”
The people around us began cheering with joy.

They hugged and kissed each other. They threw down
the weapons that had been in their hands. They
slapped each other on the back and joyfully shouted,
“Hallelujah!” and “Praise God!”
“Do you know what has just happened, my

friends?” the man asked Eli, putting his arm around
Eli’s and Andy’s shoulders.
“I wish someone would tell us,” responded Eli.
The man led us to a clear stream of cool water. He

knelt down to gather some in his cupped hands, drank,
and said, “It is what Joel said would happen in the
end. The Lord has returned forever. ‘In that day,’ Joel
wrote, ‘the mountains will drip new wine, and the
hills will flow with milk; all the ravines of Judah will
run with water’” (3:18).
“Wonderful,” said Eli. We looked at the joyful peo-

ple around us. The whole world felt different. It was
like we were breathing love. Our whole bodies filled
with joy, like we were smiling on the inside.
Although this trip has been hard, and the boys have

seen some awful things, they now know that Christ’s
return will be one of great joy. They have renewed
their dedication to spreading the gospel to all people.
They want others to experience the joys of the last
days instead of the darkness and destruction.

Lesson 4

1. In Joel 3:18–21 the Bible describes the blessings the Lord will give to the believers. He is already blessing us now.
Make a list of five ways that God has blessed your life. Write a prayer of thanks, and share it with one other boy.

2. Imagine that you are going to tell others about the last days and about God’s blessings. What would you

say? Write a couple of sentences below.

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 2, Quarter 4, Week 4.
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5 JOEL

The engines moaned to
a stop, and we all sighed.
“Well,” David said careful-

ly, “any idea where we are?”
“Checking,” said Andy. He

had the Mo-D and the Bible. Verses from different
parts of the Bible were listed on the locater screen.
Eli looked at the viewing screen. “It looks like

we’re back in Bible times, instead of the last days.”
“Look down there!” shouted David. The time

machine hovered along slowly in the air above a large
group of people being led by two others. “It’s Elijah
and Elisha!”
The two men arrived at the bank of the Jordan River.

Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up, and struck the surface
of the river. The water divided to the right and the left.
The two men walked across on dry ground.
“We were running behind them the last time we saw

them, remember?” David said. “I’m glad we’re up
here this time.”
“Well,” saidAndy, “this is where in 2Kings Elisha will

ask Elijah to let him have a double portion of his spirit.”
“I remember that. It was cool,” said David. “I won-

der why we’re seeing all this again?”
We followed, moving slowly above them in our

time machine. It was only a few minutes later when a
bright light appeared between them. It was a beautiful
chariot led by horses of fire. It separated the two
prophets. Elijah was covered in a whirlwind that
swirled around him. Then the time screen viewer went
blank. The time machine took off again.
When the screen came back on, there was a crowd

of people listening to a man, the prophet Isaiah, who

was reading a scroll. “‘In the last days,’” he read, “‘the
mountain of the Lord’s temple will be established as
chief among the mountains; it will be raised above the
hills, and all nations will stream to it’” (Isaiah 2:2).
We listened as he described all the things we had
already seen in our journey to the last days.
“‘Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor

will they train for war anymore. Come, O house of
Jacob, let us walk in the light of the Lord’” (Isaiah
2:4,5), Isaiah said, and then the viewer screen went
blank again.
The boys tried to figure out why they were seeing

different prophets on the same journey.
Eli looked up the passages again. Then he checked

some of the charts in the back. “I’ve got it!” he said.
“Look at this timeline.” The others gathered around.
“So,” said David, “Joel was writing around the

same time Elijah, Elisha, and Isaiah were alive.”
“It looks that way,” said Eli. “That’s pretty good

company.”
Andy entered the prophets’ names and the dates

from the timeline into the console. He punched a few
buttons. Then he pulled a few levers and zoom! We
sped off toward our next adventure.
God used prophets like Joel, Elisha, Elijah, and

Isaiah to tell people what would happen in the future.
Sometimes it was something that would happen hun-
dreds of years later. And if you think it would be cool to
fly up to heaven in a whirlwind, then guess what? In
1 Thessalonians 4:17, Paul said, “After that, we who are
still alive and are left will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.”

Lesson 5

Write a few sentences to answer the following questions:

Can you imagine what it will be like to fly up into the air to meet Jesus in the clouds? What will it look like?
How will it feel? What will it sound like? Finally, how would you describe meeting Jesus face to face? What
would you say? What would He say?

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 2, Quarter 4, Week 5.
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Orange Bible Merits; Year 2, Quarter 4, Weeks 1–5

Week 1
A. Joel Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

You just read about the last days. Find Joel 1:1–17 in your Bible. Use these verses to fi nish the 
sentences below. 

1. Has anything like this ever happened in the days of your (forefathers)?
2. A nation has invaded my (land).
3. It has the teeth of a (lion), the fangs of a (lioness).
4. It has laid waste my vines and ruined my (fi g trees).
5. Grieve for the wheat and the barley, because the harvest of the fi eld is (destroyed). 
6. Surely the joy of mankind is (withered away).
7.  Make a list of fi ve or more people whom you love. They can be friends or family members. For 

the next week, pray for them, especially for salvation, so they don’t have to go through the last 
days. (Answers will vary.)

Week 2
A. Joel Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1.  Write the things you think you would see on earth below. What would you see in heaven with 
Jesus? Write that too. (Answers will vary.)

2.  How did the boys and the Book of Joel describe the locusts? Describe them below. (They are a 
mighty army. They look like horses. They gallop like a cavalry. Fire goes before them. They are everywhere.)

Week 3
A. Joel Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.
Read Joel 2:28–32 for the answers to the following. 

1.  List three bad things that will happen in the last days. (There will be blood and fi re and billows of 
smoke; the sun will turn to darkness; the moon will turn to blood.) 

2. Which one do you think is the worst? Why? (Answers will vary.)
3.  The word Pentecost comes from a Greek word that means “fi ftieth,” but what does Pentecost re-

ally mean? What happens during Pentecost? (It is when the Holy Spirit descends upon believers.)

Week 4
A. Joel Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1.  In Joel 3:18–21 the Bible describes the blessings the Lord will give to the believers. He is al-
ready blessing us now. Make a list of fi ve ways that God has blessed your life. Write a prayer of 
thanks, and share it with one other boy. (Answers will vary.) 

2.  Imagine that you are going to tell others about the last days and about God’s blessings. What 
would you say? Write a couple of sentences below. (Answers will vary.)

Joel
Merit Answer Guide
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Week 5
A. Joel Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

Write a few sentences to answer the following questions: 
Can you imagine what it will be like to fl y up into the air to meet Jesus in the clouds? What will 

it look like? How will it feel? What will it sound like? Finally, how would you describe meeting Jesus 
face to face? What would you say? What would He say? (Answers will vary.)

7This license grants permission to Rich Schreiber to use and reproduce this sheet from Feb 05, 2013 to Feb 20, 2014 for use in a local outpost/group or self-study.  Any
unauthorized use constitutes a violation of the agreement and may result in the revocation of TRaCclub membership.

©2010 by Gospel Publishing House.  All rights reserved worldwide.


