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Lesson 1

EZRA 1:1–11

I somehow got separat-
ed from the boys in the

halls of a palace during this
adventure. The locater told

Eli we were at the beginning of
the Book of Ezra. We got here in the middle of the
night, so everything was dark. They set the Mo-D to
invisibility. (Strangers wandering in a palace in the
middle of the night are hard to explain.) The boys
looked for a light on somewhere. I heard something
moving along another passage, so I went to check it
out. A mouse squeaked and ran when I came around
the corner. So much for finding answers!

The palace had high ceilings, big open windows, and
marble floors. Every time I saw a light, a guard or two
was keeping watch. As I passed by each guard, I hoped
they couldn’t hear me. I couldn’t help but notice how
quiet it was. This gave me a strange feeling.

Just then I heard a noise coming from behind me. I
stopped to listen. I heard footsteps and whispering
voices. I started walking faster, but so did the feet
behind me. I hid behind a huge pillar to think of a plan.

Before I realized it, they were surrounding me.
“There you are,” one of the voices said. I lifted my

head and saw the boys. “We got worried and came to
find you,” said David. Then we heard voices coming
from down a hall.

“Are you OK, King Cyrus?” a voice asked.
“Yes, I’m fine. I just need something written,” King

Cyrus said. We walked toward the glow of a lamp in
one of the rooms. The king sat on his throne while a
servant sat ready to write at a desk.

“Who is he?” David asked.

“King Cyrus is the King of Persia,” Eli answered.
“Why does he look so serious?” asked David. Eli

told him to watch.
“The Lord has moved my heart to make a procla-

mation,” stated the king. He started telling the servant
what the Lord wanted done.

“Wow, did he say any Israelite who wanted to return
to Israel should go?” David asked.

“Yes,” answered Eli. “Tomorrow all over Babylon
he will have what was written read and put up so peo-
ple can read it.”

“Hey!” Andy said. “I remember reading this in the
Book of Jeremiah.”

“How would Jeremiah know this was going to hap-
pen?” David asked.

“It was a prophecy,” Eli said. “A prophecy is when
God reveals the future to someone.”

“That’s cool,” David whispered.
Eli explained that Jeremiah said there would be

seventy years of captivity for the Israelites. Jeremiah
also told the Israelites to be peaceful and obedient
captives.

“Only God could know that this was going to hap-
pen seventy years before it did,” Andy said.

“That’s right,” confirmed Eli. “God even had
Isaiah, another prophet, call Cyrus by name two hun-
dred years before this day.”

As we found our way back to the time machine, we
imagined the celebration the Israelites were going to
have when they heard this news. “Are you sure we
can’t stay and watch?” hinted David. He got no
answer. Eli and Andrew just kept walking.

1. Use five words to tell what the Israelites might have done when they heard the king’s proclamation.

2. Act out King Cyrus’s reading the proclamation to the people.
3. Fill in the timeline using the information from the story.

Isaiah prophesies return Fall of Jerusalem to Babylon; King Cyrus reads
of exiles under Cyrus Jeremiah prophesies the decree

return of exiles

__________|_______________________________________________|___________________|______
605 B.C.

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 1, Week 1.
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2EZRA 3:8–13

It seems we have landed
in Jerusalem around the year

536 B.C., at least that’s when
the Bible notes said this hap-

pened. The Jews were working on
the temple.

“Look at the size of those logs!” shouted David.
“Some of those were sent on boats all the way from

Lebanon,” stated Eli.
Skilled stonemasons and carpenters worked very

seriously. They had been waiting for this moment for
a long time.

“They sure look like they know what they’re
doing,” added Andy.

David chimed in, “They make it look so easy.”
One of the craftsmen saw David watching. He

stopped and motioned David over toward a pile of
broken stone. He handed David a hammer and chisel,
then asked David to give it a try. David gave them all
a good laugh when he missed hitting the chisel three
times in a row. The stonemason had clearly been
doing this for a long time. His hands were like leather.
His skin was dark brown from the long days in the
sun.

“We have been working really hard to get ready for
the celebration,” the man said.

“What celebration?” David asked.
The man explained that the foundation of the tem-

ple would be done tomorrow. A special time of wor-
ship would honor the occasion. He told us this day
was very important.

Rahim, the stonemason, invited us to stay with him.

His wife, Anna, was in the kitchen most of the night.
The smell of special food for the celebration filled the
house. David sat by the door chipping at a piece of
stone with a chisel. Rahim had given him a quick les-
son. David wanted to make a doorstop for Rahim and
his wife. Eli and Andy listened as Rahim told stories
of their time in exile. I must have fallen asleep as they
talked. I woke up to the sounds of people outside.
They were going to the temple for the celebration.

Making our way through town was tough, but we
finally reached the temple. Rahim and his wife said
good-bye and went to join their tribe for the celebra-
tion. The Levite priests got ready to blow their trum-
pets. The entire place became quiet. All the people’s
faces showed how excited they were as they waited.

Immediately after the blast from the trumpets, the
roar from the crowd was deafening.

“Why are some of the people crying while others
are rejoicing?” asked David.

“They are worshiping,” Eli said. “This is a very
special moment for them.”

“But they still have so much more to do,” stated
David.

“That’s true, but they are still happy and thankful,”
Andy said.

Andy then suggested that we head back to the time
machine. It was quieter there, and we could talk about
what we had seen.

Eli explained that many of the people were running
over with joy. They gave up many things for years to
make this day happen. Just finishing the foundation
was a huge event.

Lesson 2

1. Make a list of the jobs needed for the rebuilding of the temple.
2. Make another list of jobs you do at home or school.

________________________________ ________________________________________

________________________________ ________________________________________

________________________________ ________________________________________

________________________________ ________________________________________

________________________________ ________________________________________

________________________________ ________________________________________

________________________________ ________________________________________

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 1, Week 2.
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3 EZRA 4:1–24

“Wow! These people
sure are working hard,”

David exclaimed. “It doesn’t
look like the first temple, but

they are doing a great job
rebuilding it.”

Our next adventure landed us in Jerusalem again
while the temple was being rebuilt. The boys walked
around a little more, looking for Rahim (the stonema-
son), Ezra, or some of the other people they had met
before.

Then David noticed something. “Where are all the
machines?” he asked.

“They don’t use machines,” explained Eli.
“Everything is done by hand.”

“You mean they did all this like Rahim showed me,
with hammers and chisels? They had to carry and
stack all those rocks?” asked David.

Eli nodded, then added, “They had the help of ropes
and donkeys for some of it, though.”

As we walked around the construction of the tem-
ple, Andy tripped over a brick. “Ouch!” he gasped. “I
think I sprained my ankle.”

We all raced to Andy. His foot did look injured. He
tried to walk but couldn’t. We wrapped his ankle with
some torn cloth. Then some men helped move Andy to
the shade beside the temple so he could rest his foot.

We sat with Andy and watched the Israelites work
with joy and purpose. A group of men walked over to
some workers. They acted strangely, so we watched
them carefully.

“Who do you think they are?” David asked.
“I’m not sure, but I think we should follow them,”

said Eli.
Andy agreed and told us he would be fine resting

alone. We walked over to the group.

“We want to help you build,” the men said. “We are
just like you, and we worship your God.”

Two of the workers answered them, “You can’t help
us build a temple to honor our God.You aren’t like us.
We’ll build it ourselves.”

The visitors left peacefully, but we all knew they
were not happy with the answer they were given.

Eli went back to the time machine to get some ban-
dages for Andy’s ankle. While he was there, he found
out in the manual how to shut down the time machine in
an emergency. We shut it down and stayed in Jerusalem
until Andy’s ankle was healed. During our stay, we
heard that the neighbors of Judah and Jerusalem were
causing trouble for those working on the temple. They
were trying to stop the work by making them afraid.The
people of Jerusalem stayed positive. They knew God
had told them the temple would be rebuilt.

Andy’s ankle slowly got better. The boys turned the
time machine back on as things got more dangerous
between the troublemakers and the temple builders.
Eli said that later the troublemakers got King
Artaxerxes to make the Israelites stop building.

“For how long?” David asked.
“They didn’t work on the temple for about fifteen

years,” Eli said.
We couldn’t believe that the work on the temple had

been stopped for that long. The Israelites believed in
their hearts that God wanted this temple built. They
knew that in His time they would see it completed.

David said he didn’t know if he could wait fifteen
years to finish a job.

“I believe you could with the Lord’s help,” Andy
stated. “Even when we don’t understand why there are
problems, God does. He helps His children through
them.”

Lesson 3

1. Write one question you have about forgiveness.

2. Ask the commander your question above.
3. Write two examples of overcoming hard times and what God’s desire is in those times.
Hard Time God’s Desire

________________________________________ ______________________________________

________________________________________ ______________________________________

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 1, Week 3.
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4EZRA 7:1–10

We came to rest on the
bank of a huge flowing river.

People gathered water and
carried it away in skins and clay

jars. A fishing boat returned from an
early morning outing. The four of us, Andy, David,
Eli, and myself, Rocky, exited our time machine and
tried to blend in with the people. “Where do you think
we are this time?” David asked.

“I’m not sure, but I’m sure we will find out very
soon,” answered Andy.

We looked around and decided to follow one man
who seemed to be on a mission.

“What if this guy sees us following him?” David
asked.

“We’ll only follow him for a little while,” Andy
stated.

We came near the main part of a city. This man
seemed to know where he was going.

“Uh oh,” David whispered, “he spotted us.”
“Play it cool,” Andy said. Just then the man

dropped something.
“Here’s our chance to talk to him,” Eli explained. He

bent down, picked up the object, and hurried to catch the
man. The man jumped in surprise when Eli tapped his
shoulder. Eli held out what the man had dropped when
we caught up to them. The man shook Eli’s hand.

“If you hadn’t returned this letter, I would have had
a hard time finishing my mission,” the man stated.
David asked what his mission was, and the man
explained. “I’m on my way to meet some men I’m
traveling with. We have come from Babylon and are
on our way to Jerusalem. This letter you returned is

from Artaxerxes, King of Persia,” the man stated.
“Artaxerxes!” David exclaimed. “Didn’t he—”
“Have an interesting name,” Andy interrupted and

forced a smile. “Excuse us. Please go on with your
story.” Andy looked sharply at David, warning him to
be quiet.

“The king is allowing any willing exiles in Babylon
to come to Jerusalem.”

“Is your name Ezra?” Eli asked. Ezra nodded. “I’ve
heard about you,” stated Eli. “You are a teacher and
priest of the Jewish law, right?” Ezra smiled and nod-
ded again.

“We have been traveling for about four months,”
Ezra continued. “The trip usually takes longer, but the
Lord has been with us.” He began explaining that
most of the items they were carrying with them had
been given because of King Artaxerxes and that letter.
Some of the things were going to be used to build the
temple in Jerusalem.

As we came into the city of Jerusalem, we said
farewell. We started on our way back.

“I’m sorry I interrupted you, David,” Andy said.
“This is a long time later. Ezra was talking about a dif-
ferent King Artaxerxes.”

David sighed and said, “Now I get it. Thanks for help-
ing. This King Artaxerxes really helped Ezra a lot. Not
like the one who stopped the building of the temple.”

“God really helped Ezra,” Eli said. “I read some-
where that Ezra means ‘the Lord helps.’”

“Cool,” replied Andy.
Eli told us that God helped Ezra because Ezra was

willing to be used by God.

Lesson 4

1. Complete the following puzzle using
the words from the word box.

Babylon Exiles
Ezra Temple
Artaxerxes Priest
Jerusalem

2. Name a time when you knew God helped
you do something.

3. Name a time when you helped someone.

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 1, Week 4.
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5 EZRA 8:15–36

People were camping
around us for as far away

as we could see. David,
Andy, Eli, and myself, Rocky,

were at the start of another
adventure. The people were happy and seemed to be
preparing themselves for something meaningful.

“What kind of camp do you think this is?” David
asked.

“I’m not quite sure,” Eli said.
One man walked through the camp, taking atten-

dance.
“What do you think he’s doing,” asked David.
“I don’t know,” replied Andy.
I brought a stick I had found over to David. The boys

had been neglecting my exercise and needed a reminder.
I finally convinced them that this was a perfect time to
play fetch the stick. As we played, the man came toward
us and reached for the stick in my mouth.

“Hello,” David said. “You look familiar. I’m David.
You’re playing with Rocky, and this is Eli and Andy.”

“Well it’s nice to meet you,” said the man. “My
name is Ezra. I believe we have met before. You
helped me find my letter.”

We played fetch for a few minutes, then Ezra
said he had to go meet with the people of
the camp and give them some instruc-
tions. When Ezra left, we tagged along
with him. He went over to the
water, where he met a crowd. Ezra
started taking attendance of the
leaders of the twelve tribes of Israel.
While Ezra did that, Eli looked over
the Bible passage from the locater.

“We are at the beginning of Ezra’s

journey of returning Jews back to Jerusalem,” Eli
explained. “He is sending for some men from the
Levite tribe because there aren’t any here.”

“Why didn’t some come?” David wondered.
Eli said that the Levites weren’t looked at as impor-

tant because they were often given jobs without mean-
ing. Ezra wanted them to be with the rest of the
Israelites when they returned to Jerusalem.

Ezra told the exiles that they were going on a fast.
“Why are they fasting?” asked David.
Eli explained that a fast was a time when someone

goes without eating and spends time in prayer instead.
Ezra wanted everyone to pray for a safe journey to
Jerusalem because it was a very long and dangerous
trip. Robbers often attacked travelers.

“Didn’t Ezra have soldiers to protect them?” David
asked.

“No,” Eli said. “He was too ashamed to ask for
help. He had told King Artaxerxes that God would
protect them.”

“No guards?” asked David. “Look at the expensive
things they are taking with them.”

Eli explained that all the articles
were for the temple. They were
made of gold, silver, and bronze.

The whistle sounded, and we
headed back to the time machine.

Once we got inside, David asked,
“Were they kept safe on this trip?”

“God took care of them,” Eli
answered.

“Maybe we’ll meet them in
Jerusalem next time,” David said as

the doors slid shut.

Lesson 5

1. Look up Ezra 8:1–20 and add up all the men who were on this journey. Total:

2. What kinds of gold, silver, and bronze items do you think Ezra was returning to Jerusalem?

3. Now, look in Exodus 30:22–29 for the answer to question two. Were you correct?

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 1, Week 5.
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Orange Bible Merits; Year 3, Quarter 1, Weeks 1–5

Week 1
A. Ezra Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1.  Use fi ve words to tell what the Israelites might have done when they heard the king’s procla-
mation. (Cried, screamed, praised, jumped, clapped, hugged, fell to the ground, danced, shouted.)

2. Act out King Cyrus’ reading the proclamation to the people.
3. Fill in the timeline using the information from the story.

Week 2
A. Ezra Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1.  Make a list of the jobs needed for the rebuilding of the temple. (Stone carver, brick maker, carpen-
ter, mason)

2.  Make another list of jobs you do at home or school. (Make bed, homework, set table, feed pet)

Week 3
A. Ezra Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1. Write one question you have about forgiveness. (Answers will vary.)
2. Ask the commander your question above.
3. Write two examples of overcoming hard times and what God’s desire is in those times.

Hard Time God’s Desire
Someone lies about you You forgive them.
You have to move to You trust God to take care of you.
another town 

Week 4
A. Ezra Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1. Complete the following puzzle using the words from the word box.

Isaiah prophesies return Fall of Jerusalem to King Cyrus reads
of exiles under Cyrus Babylon; Jeremiah prophesies decree

return of exiles
____________________________________________________________
735 B.C. 605 B.C. 535 B.C.

Ezra
Merit Answer Guide
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           Word Box
Babylon Exiles
Ezra Temple 
Artaxerxes Priest
Jerusalem

2. Name a time when you knew God helped you do something.
3. Name a time when you helped someone.

Week 5
A. Ezra Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1.  Look up Ezra 8:1–20 and add up all the men who were on this journey. (Approximately 1,754 
men.)

2.  What kinds of gold, silver, and bronze items do you think Ezra was returning to Jerusalem? 
(Altars, lamp stand, accessories, basin with a stand, etc.)

3.  Now, look in Exodus 30:22–29 for the answer to question two. Were you correct? (Answers will 
vary.)
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Week 4 (Cont.)
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