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Lesson 1

ESTHER 2:1–18

Hi, guys—Rocky, the
four-legged Ranger, here.

David, Andy, Eli, and I
landed in one of the most

incredible places. We’re in a
huge palace. It looks like we’re in the middle of a
beauty pageant. The boys don’t blend in as well in
their costumes here.

“Hey, Eli,” asked David, “Where are we? Who are
all these women?”

Eli looked up from the Mo-D and Bible. “I’d have
to guess we’re in Persia, David. I think these are all
the women competing with Esther to be the new
queen. The locater says Esther 2.”

“Wasn’t Esther a Jew, Eli?” Andy piped in. “How
did she get to be queen of Persia?”

“Let’s check around and see what we can find out,”
Eli said.

The boys realized the costume cloaker had dressed
them in servants clothing when one of the men in
charge told them to get something from the kitchen.
In the kitchen, we listened to the palace servants
talk about everything that was going on. All
these young women (girls really) had been
selected from different parts of Persia.
They were brought to the king’s
palace to compete to be queen. Even
though Esther was Jewish, her
family had lived in Persia for
over one hundred years. She
was just as much Persian as the
next girl. A lot of people who

weren’t Persian had chosen to live there. Esther’s
cousin Mordecai had taken care of her since her par-
ents died when she was a very little girl. The king’s
men chose Esther to compete to be queen. Mordecai
encouraged her to do everything she was asked, but to
let no one know she was Jewish. He thought they
might hold that against her. Esther was a great stu-
dent. She listened to her trainers. For a whole year she
did everything she was told. The boys and I were serv-
ing the king the day Esther met King Xerxes for the
first time.

“She looks nervous, Eli,” said David. “Is there any-
thing we can do to help her?”

“No, David,”Andy warned. “Esther has to do this on
her own. I don’t think she looks nervous at all. I think
she looks very brave. The servants were talking about
how all those other girls have taken special things in
with them to try to impress the king. Esther is going in
without special props. I think that’s pretty cool.”

“You’re right, Andy,” added Eli. “Esther is leaving
her life in God’s hands. She believes that if God wants

her to be queen, then He will make it
happen. Nothing she can do or we can
do will help her cause.”

King Xerxes thought Esther was
wonderful. So did all the other people

around him. The king threw a big party.
He crowned Esther queen in front of all
his friends and government officials. He
declared the day a national holiday.
That’s how Esther, a young Jewish girl,
became the queen of all Persia.

Unscramble the letters to discover the answers to the following questions.

1. Where are Rocky and the boys? srepai _____________

2. Who became queen? sheert ____________

3. What was the name of the new queen’s cousin? docamire _______________

4. What did King Xerxes declare on the day he crowned his new queen? lhodiya ___________

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 3, Week 1.
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2ESTHER 3:1–15

The guys and I arrived in
Susa (the capital city of

Persia) for the second time.
King Xerxes was a powerful

guy, but he seemed to make some
pretty bad decisions. After he made Esther queen, he
made this guy Haman the top official in the country.
Haman let this new power go to his head. We watched
what happened right after King Xerxes made Haman
such an important man.

“What’s going on over by the gate?” asked David.
“Come on. Let’s go see.”

David beat all of us to the crowd. I tried my best to
keep him away from Haman. I had a feeling Haman
wouldn’t have much patience for David’s nonstop
energy and rapid-fire questions.

“Slow down, David,” Eli
called out. “Let’s sit back and
watch. Something big is about
to happen. You don’t want to

miss it.”
The boys and I

sat on top of the
gate and watched

as Haman walked
through the gate.
Everyone bowed to
Haman as though he
were a god. Well,
almost everyone.
Mordecai didn’t
bow. Some people

near Mordecai tried
to get him to bow,

but he would

not. As a Jew, he believed in the one
true God and knew he could not bow
to Haman. That would be a sin
against God.

News of Mordecai’s refusal to
bow made it back to Haman. As
expected, he was furious! We
heard him telling some friends that
punishing Mordecai was not enough. He had to find a
way to get rid of all Mordecai’s people, the Jews.

“Who does he think he is?” asked Andy. “He doesn’t
have that much power. Surely King Xerxes won’t let
Esther’s cousin be hurt.”

“Good point, Andy,” Eli said. “But Haman is pret-
ty sneaky.You can read all about his evil plot in chap-
ters 3 and 4 in the Book of Esther. Keep watching, and
let’s see what happens next.”

We were working in the throne room the next day
when Haman went to King Xerxes. Haman told the
king a lot of half-truths about the Jews. He told him
they were different and didn’t obey all the king’s laws.
He convinced the king to have all the Jews in Persia
killed. Haman sent a notice to the officials in all the
districts of the country that on a certain day in the next
year every Jew should be killed. When everyone
heard the law, they were very confused. No one could
understand why King Xerxes would do such a thing.
Haman was very happy with himself. All he had to do
now was sit and wait.

“I don’t think God will let this happen,” said Andy.
“I’m pretty sure I remember that Esther did some-
thing to prevent her people from being killed.”

“Right again, Andy,” said Eli. “But for right now,
things don’t look very good for Esther and Mordecai.”

Lesson 2

1. In what chapters of the Book of Esther can you read about Haman’s evil plot?

2. What made Haman so angry that he plotted against the Jews?

3. What was Haman’s evil plot?

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 3, Week 2.
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3 ESTHER 4:6 TO 5:8

“We have to do some-
thing, Eli,” David said.

“Haman is going to kill all
the Jews just because he’s

angry at one man.”
“Calm down, David,” said Eli. “Good things can

come out of bad situations.”
“Yeah,” added Andy, “Esther is queen. Surely she

can do something.”
I went to see if Mordecai had heard of or seen the

law. I sniffed him out just outside the palace. He had
sent a copy of the law to Esther and asked her to talk
to the king to get him to change his mind. Andy seems
to be on the right track.

One big problem stood in the way of Esther’s talking
with King Xerxes—no one can talk to the king without
being invited by him. If Esther approached the king
without an invitation, she could be killed. Esther,
Mordecai, and the rest of the Jews in Susa didn’t eat or
drink anything for three days. Esther wanted God to
protect her when she went to talk with King Xerxes.

After three days, Esther got dressed in her best out-
fit. She wanted to look good for King Xerxes. She had
a plan; she just needed the chance to put it into action.
Esther bravely, but nervously, walked toward the king’s
throne room. Esther was trusting God with her life.

Eli and David were carrying food trays back to the

kitchen when they saw Esther waiting to be let into
the throne room.

“What’s going to happen, Eli?” David asked. He
was worried. “Esther can’t get hurt. Maybe we could
go ahead and let the king know Esther’s coming.”

“The Bible tells us what happens in Esther 5,” said
Eli. “I promise you, God works this out for Esther.
Let’s keep watching.”

“All God has to do is make King Xerxes happy to
see Esther,” said David.

“Keep watching,” urged Eli.
Esther paced outside the throne room where the

king could see her if he wanted to. She waited patient-
ly, and then she heard him call her name and raise his
gold scepter.

Thank You, God, she must have thought as she
approached him. Then King Xerxes told her to ask for
whatever she wanted, up to half of his kingdom. Esther
very respectfully asked the king to bring Haman to a
banquet she had prepared for them. King Xerxes called
for Haman and went to Esther’s place right away. God
had answered Esther’s and the Jews’ prayers.

Once again the king asked Esther to make her
request. Again, he offered her up to half of his king-
dom. Esther asked the king and Haman to return the
next day for another banquet. Then she would make
her true request.

Lesson 3

Find the following words in the word search below.

Banquet
Esther
Haman
Kingdom
Mordecai
Request
Scepter
Xerxes
God

N A B O X E T K E I
E H A M A N S I M G
T A N O R E C S O L
O B Q N X N E D R I
S E U R A P P A D T
C H E R E H T S E R
E X T H R B E A C E
T S E U Q E R Q A B
E R O M O D G N I K

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 3, Week 3.
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4ESTHER 7:1–10

“Whoa! Check out that
food,” said David. “Is this

adventure almost over? I’m
starting to get hungry.”

Eli looked at David, surprised.
They had just landed a few minutes ago. They
had jumped right in to help the servants serve
Esther’s second banquet.

“Shh,” whispered Andy. “Here comes
King Xerxes and Haman. Try to keep

your stomach from growling.”
I have to admit it was hard not to

nab one of the warm rolls from
Esther’s banquet table. But I had to

remind myself that this banquet was going to change the
history of the world. A four-legged Ranger from the
twenty-first century didn’t need to make a mess of
things.

A lot had happened since Esther’s first banquet.
Haman could no longer control his anger toward
Mordecai. He was planning to have him hanged. Then
King Xerxes honored Mordecai for saving the king’s
life. Haman had to help make it happen. Haman was
not happy about that. But Haman didn’t want to make
the king angry, so he went along with his request.

That brings us to this banquet. King Xerxes was
happy to have another banquet with his new queen.
Haman, on the other hand, was still fuming about hav-
ing to honor Mordecai. Right away, King Xerxes
asked Queen Esther what he could do for her. Esther
poured out her request.

“Spare my life,” she said, “and the lives of my peo-
ple. The day is set for them to be killed next year.”

“Who has dared to do such a thing?” demanded
King Xerxes.

“My enemy is this evil Haman,” replied Esther.
David and Andy started elbowing each other

because they were so excited. Eli tried to calm them
down so they could get back to serving the banquet.

“Listen, guys,” he whispered. “God is about to take
care of Haman, and at the same time He will take care
of His people.”

The king tried to control his anger. He left the ban-
quet and walked into the garden. He was deciding
what to do with Haman. Meanwhile, Haman was beg-
ging for mercy from Esther. King Xerxes came back
to see Haman’s begging. He called some guards to
drag him out. A servant told the king of Haman’s plan
to hang Mordecai. King Xerxes gave the order for
Haman to be hanged instead. It was then
that the king’s anger finally eased up.

“Wow, Haman probably didn’t know
what hit him,” exclaimed David.

“Isn’t there a verse in the Bible that
talks about pride going before a fall?”
asked Andy. “I hope I never have to
learn that lesson the way that Haman
did.”

“Yes, Andy,” said Eli. “Proverbs
16:18 says, ‘Pride goes before destruc-
tion, a haughty spirit before a fall.’
Haman is a great example of how
pride can destroy a person’s life. And
Esther is an example of how humility
and a good relationship with God
can help you in difficult times.”

Lesson 4

Answer the following questions. Give a verse from Esther 7 to support your answer.

1. What was Esther’s request?

2. What did Haman do when King Xerxes went out into the palace garden?

3. What finally happened to Haman?

Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 3, Week 4.
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5 ESTHER 8:1–17

Whew! The guys and I
are feeling a lot less stress

now that Haman is out of the
picture. Esther and Mordecai

are feeling a lot better too.
“Hey, Eli,” said David. “Are Esther and her people

really safe now? I mean, the king signed Haman’s law.
Can he change his mind?”

“The Bible tells us things worked out pretty good
for Esther and the rest of the Jews,” Eli said. “The rest
of the Book of Esther (chapters 8 through 10) tells us
how God worked things out for them. But let’s see
what happens.”

Things worked out great for Esther and Mordecai.
King Xerxes gave Esther all of Haman’s land and
money. Mordecai became the highest official in Persia,

taking Haman’s place. But what about
Haman’s law? Esther once again

asked the king to save her people,
the Jews. In those days, once the

king signed a law, it could not be
changed. But King Xerxes told Esther
to write a new law. He would seal it,

making it a law too. The king let
Esther and Mordecai write
whatever they thought was
fair, and he signed it.

The law that Esther and
Mordecai wrote saved the

lives of the Jews. The law gave the Jews rights
they didn’t have before. Now they had the
right to gather together and protect them-
selves from their enemies. The king couldn’t
get rid of the evil law Haman wrote, but the
Jews now had the right to fight anyone who
might try to follow through with that law.

People heard about the new law and were
afraid of the Jews. They understood that the
Jews had a Protector who was mightier than
any of them. Many people from other nations
chose to worship God because of how God
protected the Jews in Persia.

“That is so cool how God saved His
people,” said Andy. “He even rewarded
the people who trusted Him the most. They
took chances to take care of everyone else.”

“That is so true, Andy,” Eli added. “Esther saved
the Jews because she was the queen of Persia. God
made her the queen because He knew what was going
to happen. There might be a time in one of our lives
when we won’t understand why something has hap-
pened. Then we’ll look back and see that God had
everything planned out perfectly.”

Well, fellow Rangers, this is Rocky Ranger signing
off. Esther and her people are safe, and David, Andy,
Eli, and I are off to a new adventure. I hope you’ll
share our next time-travel adventure too.

Lesson 5
Answers for this lesson are found in DR LG Year 3, Quarter 3, Week 5.

Use the following code to decipher the answers to the review questions.

f=a g=b h=c i=d j=e k=f l=g m=h n=i o=j p=k q=l r=m s=n
t=o u=p v=q w=r x=s y=t z=u a=v b=w c=x d=y e=z

1. What did King Xerxes reward Esther with? mfrfs’x qfsi fsi rtsjd

2. What was Mordecai given? mfrfs’x utxnynts

3. What could the Jews do to be saved from Haman’s law? ijkjsi ymjrxjqajx

4. What did many people of other nationalities do because of Esther and Mordecai’s law that protected the

Jews? hmtxj yt btwxmnu lti
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Orange Bible Merits; Year 3, Quarter 3, Weeks 1–5

Week 1
A. Esther Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

Unscramble the letters to discover the answers to the following questions.
1. Where are Rocky and the boys? srepai (Persia.)
2. Who became queen? sheert (Esther.)
3. What was the name of the new queen’s cousin? docamire (Mordecai.)
4.  What did King Xerxes declare on the day he crowned his new queen? lhodiya (Holiday.)

Week 2
A. Esther Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1.  In what chapters of the Book of Esther can you read about Haman’s evil plot? (The story of 
Haman’s evil plot is found in chapters 3 and 4 of the Book of Esther.)

2.  What made Haman so angry that he plotted against the Jews? (Haman became angry when he 
found out Mordecai would not bow to him.)

3.  What was Haman’s evil plot? (Haman’s evil plot was to have all the Jews in Persia killed on a certain 
day in the next year.)

Week 3
A. Esther Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets

Find the following words in the word search.
Banquet, Esther, Haman, Kingdom, Mordecai, Request, Scepter, Xerxes, God.

Week 4
A. Esther Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

Answer the following questions. Give a verse from Esther 7 to support your answer.
1. What was Esther’s request? (To save her life and the lives of her people, verse 3.)
2.  What did Haman do when King Xerxes went out into the palace garden? (He begged Esther to 

spare his life, verse 7.)
3.  What fi nally happened to Haman? (He was hanged on the gallows intended for Mordecai, verse 10.)

Esther

N A B O X E T K E I

E H A M A N S I M G

T A N O R E C S O L

O B Q N X N E D R I

S E U R A P P A D T

C H E R E H T S E R

E X T H R B E A C E

T S E U Q E R Q A B

E R O M O D G N I K
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Week 5
A. Esther Merit: Have the boys complete their work sheets.

1.  What did King Xerxes reward Esther with? mfrfs’x qfsi fsi rtsjd (Haman’s land and money.)
2. What was Mordecai given? mfrfs’x utxnynts (Haman’s position.)
3.  What could the Jews do to be saved from Haman’s law? ijkjsi ymjrxjqajx (Defend themselves.)
4.  What did many people of other nationalities do because of Esther and Mordecai’s law that pro-

tected the Jews? hmtxj yt btwxmnu lti (Chose to worship God.)

F = a

G = b

H = c 

I = d

J = e

K = f

L = g

M = h

N = i

O = j

P = k

Q = l

R = m

S = n

T = o

U = p

V = q

W = r

X = s

Y = t

Z = u

A = v

B = w

C = x

D = y

E = z
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