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 M AT E R I A L S  &  P R E P

Prepare a copy of the Student Handout for 
each boy.
 • Slips of paper with one boy’s name on 

each
 • Container

Read the lesson in advance, taking note of the 
main points. Be prepared to present the lesson 
to your group, but avoid reading it word for 
word. Include discussion with the group to 
make it more enjoyable for everyone.

In this lesson, we will learn to respond to 
others based on God’s love, not their actions 
toward us.

KEY POINT
I will treat other people with kindness, no 
matter how they treat me.

KEY VERSE
“But I tell you, love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you, that you may be 
children of your Father in heaven.” Matthew 
5:44–45

Note: Boys are not required to memorize the 

Key Point or Key Verse to receive completion 
credit for this lesson.

For information on how to use Bible merits in a 
Royal Rangers meeting, refer to the TRaCclub 
Support section or the Royal Rangers Leader 
Manual.

REFLECT ANSWERS
These answers match the questions in the 
Refl ect section of the boys’ sheet.
 •  Because he did not want to harm the Lord’s 
annointed; because Nabal’s wife talked to 
David

 •  Answers will vary. 
 •  Answers will vary. He shows us mercy so we 
should show mercy to others.
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C AT E G O R Y T I T L E R E F E R E N C E

Doctrine Showing Mercy 1 Samuel 24 & 25

 R E A D

 K E Y  T H O U G H T S

“He said bad things about me, so I pushed him.”

“We aren’t friends because he doesn’t like me.”

Have you ever said anything like that? It’s 
normal for us to treat other people the way we 
feel they have treated us. If someone is nice to 
us, we are nice to them. If someone is mean to 
us, we are mean to them.

Twice in these chapters David had a chance 
to be mean to someone who had been mean 
to him. Saul and Nabal said bad things about 

David, and Saul was trying to kill him.

Instead of treating them the way he was being 
treated, David showed mercy. Mercy is when 
we are kind to someone who does not deserve 
kindness. Saul and Nabal deserved to be 
treated badly. Instead, David was kind.

When we show mercy, we are treating others 
the way God treats us.

God showed us mercy when He sent Jesus Christ 
to die on the cross and take the punishment for 
our sins. We didn’t deserve God’s kindness, but 
He gave it to us anyway.

As a result, we can choose to show mercy 
because God did that same thing for us. We can 
love people, even when they are mean to us.

When people are mean to you, treat them like 
God has treated you. Let Christ be what defi nes 
your words, actions, and attitudes.

“You are more righteous than I,” he [Saul] 
said. “You have treated me well, but I have 
treated you badly. You have just now told 
me about the good you did to me; the LORD 
delivered me into your hands, but you did 
not kill me. When a man fi nds his enemy, 
does he let him get away unharmed? May 
the LORD reward you well for the way you 
treated me today.” 1 Samuel 24:17–19

KEY POINT
I will treat other people with kindness, no 
matter how they treat me.

KEY VERSE
“But I tell you, love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you, that you may be 
children of your Father in heaven.” 
Matthew 5:44–45

1 Samuel
STUDENT HANDOUT—Lesson 1
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 1  S A M U E L — Lesson 1

 R E F L E C T

As a group, discuss the following questions.

 •  Why did David show mercy to Saul and 
Nabal?

 •  Have you ever chosen to be nice to someone 
who had been mean to you? What happened?

 •  Why do you think it pleases God when we 
show mercy to others?

Review the Key Point and the Key Verse.

P R AY E R :  Dear God, thank You for being 
merciful to me even when I didn’t deserve Your 
kindness. Please help me to show Your kindness 
to everyone around me, even to those who are 
mean to me. Amen.

 R E S P O N D

Put all of the boys’ names into a hat and have 
each of them draw a name (not their own). They 
shouldn’t tell anyone whose name they drew. 
Challenge your fellow Rangers to perform one 
act of kindness for the person whose name they 
drew.

Remember to read your Bible this week 
using the Bible reading plan of your choice. A 
recommended plan can be found in the Bible 
Reading merit or online at royalrangers.com. 
Review this lesson with a friend or parent as a 
way to help you remember it.
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C AT E G O R Y T I T L E R E F E R E N C E

Cultural Issues Family Matters 1 Samuel 1:1–11

1 Samuel
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 M AT E R I A L S  &  P R E P

Prepare a copy of the Student Handout for 
each boy.
 • Paper
 • Markers or crayons and pens or pencils 

for each boy 

Read the lesson in advance, taking note of the 
main points. Be prepared to present the lesson 
to your group, but avoid reading it word for 
word. Include discussion with the group to 
make it more enjoyable for everyone.

In this lesson, we will learn the value that God 
places on families.

KEY POINT
I will be thankful for my family and do my best 
to do my part.

KEY VERSE
A father to the fatherless, a defender of 
widows, is God in his holy dwelling. God sets 
the lonely in families. Psalm 68:5–6

Note: Boys are not required to memorize the 
Key Point or Key Verse to receive completion 
credit for this lesson.

For information on how to use Bible merits in a 
Royal Rangers meeting, refer to the TRaCclub 
Support section or the Royal Rangers Leader 
Manual.

REFLECT ANSWERS
These answers match the questions in the 
Refl ect section of the boys’ sheet.
 •  Answers will vary.
 •  Answers will vary.
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C AT E G O R Y T I T L E R E F E R E N C E

Cultural Issues Family Matters 1 Samuel 1:1–11

 R E A D

 K E Y  T H O U G H T S

Hannah wanted a son more than anything else. 
God heard her prayer. He gave Hannah a son 
named Samuel. Families are very important to 
God.

There was a certain man from Ramathaim, 
a Zuphite from the hill country of Ephraim, 
whose name was Elkanah son of Jeroham, 
the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of 
Zuph, an Ephraimite. He had two wives; one 
was called Hannah and the other Peninnah. 
Peninnah had children, but Hannah had 
none.

Year after year this man went up from his 
town to worship and sacrifi ce to the LORD 
Almighty at Shiloh, where Hophni and 
Phinehas, the two sons of Eli, were priests 
of the LORD. Whenever the day came for 
Elkanah to sacrifi ce, he would give portions 
of the meat to his wife Peninnah and to all 
her sons and daughters. But to Hannah he 
gave a double portion because he loved her, 
and the LORD had closed her womb. Because 
the LORD had closed Hannah’s womb, her 
rival kept provoking her in order to irritate 
her. This went on year after year. Whenever 
Hannah went up to the house of the LORD, her 

rival provoked her till she wept and would 
not eat. Her husband Elkanah would say to 
her, “Hannah, why are you weeping? Why 
don’t you eat? Why are you downhearted? 
Don’t I mean more to you than ten sons?”

Once when they had fi nished eating and 
drinking in Shiloh, Hannah stood up. Now 
Eli the priest was sitting on his chair by 
the doorpost of the LORD’s house. In her 
deep anguish Hannah prayed to the LORD, 
weeping bitterly. And she made a vow, 
saying, “LORD Almighty, if you will only look 
on your servant’s misery and remember 
me, and not forget your servant but give her 
a son, then I will give him to the LORD for all 
the days of his life, and no razor will ever be 
used on his head.” 1 Samuel 1:1–11

KEY POINT
I will be thankful for my family and do my best 
to do my part.

KEY VERSE
A father to the fatherless, a defender of 
widows, is God in his holy dwelling. God sets 
the lonely in families. Psalm 68:5–6

1 Samuel
STUDENT HANDOUT—Lesson 2
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 1  S A M U E L — Lesson 2

Psalm 68:5–6 says that God personally acts as a 
father to the fatherless and as a husband to the 
widow. God places lonely people into families 
so they can develop relationships and have 
other people around to help them. 

Families can look very different. Families can 
be big or small. There can be two parents or 
one parent. Sometimes there are no parents. In 
that case, God gives us other people who serve 
as parents.

God has expectations for families. God wants 
our needs to be met. And He wants us to 
meet the needs of others. These needs can be 
emotional or physical. Hannah needed a son 
and God gave her one. 

God created families. Families give us a place 
to belong. They surround us with people who 
will help us. Because you are part of a family, 
you also have responsibilities. That includes 
helping other family members. Maybe you have 
chores, or maybe you help care for someone 
else. God designed families to do these things. 
When you serve your family, you please God. 
The reason you please God is that you are doing 
something God has given to you to do. 

 R E F L E C T

Draw a picture of each person in your family. 
Introduce them to the group and describe their 
good qualities and what you like about each of 
them.

As a group, discuss the following questions.

 •  What responsibilities do you have in your 
family?

 •  What benefi ts do you get from being a part of 
your family?

Review the Key Point and the Key Verse.

P R AY E R :  Dear God, thank You for making 
me part of a family. Please help me to show Your 
love to each person in my family every day. 
Amen.

 R E S P O N D

Make a list of something nice you can do to help 
each person in your family this week. Make a 
commitment to do those things for them before 
next week’s meeting.

Remember to read your Bible this week 
using the Bible reading plan of your choice. A 
recommended plan can be found in the Bible 
Reading merit or online at royalrangers.com. 
Review this lesson with a friend or parent as a 
way to help you remember it.
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C AT E G O R Y T I T L E R E F E R E N C E

Biblical Worldview The Call of God 1 Samuel 3:1–1

1 Samuel
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 F O R  T H E  L E A D E R

“Royal Rangers,” the Royal Rangers Emblem, and Royal Rangers group names and group logos are registered trademarks of 
Gospel Publishing House. Permission for use is required.
Scripture taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ All rights 
reserved worldwide. Used by permission.
NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION® and NIV® are registered trademarks of Biblica, Inc. Use of either trademark for the offering of goods 
or services requires the prior written consent of Biblica US, Inc.
© 2014 by Gospel Publishing House, 1445 N. Boonville Ave., Springfi eld, Missouri 65802. All rights reserved worldwide. No part 
of this material may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means–electronic, me-
chanical, photocopy, recording, or otherwise–without prior written permission of the copyright owner, except brief quotations 
used in connection with reviews in magazines or newspapers.
Handout material may be reproduced for use in teaching within your local outpost.
We ask that our members set a good example for the young men that they lead by honoring this license agreement.

 M AT E R I A L S  &  P R E P

Prepare a copy of the Student Handout for 
each boy.
 • Blindfold for each boy

Read the lesson in advance, taking note of the 
main points. Be prepared to present the lesson 
to your group, but avoid reading it word for 
word. Include discussion with the group to 
make it more enjoyable for everyone.

In this lesson, we will see how Samuel 
discovered God’s purpose for his life.

KEY POINT
God has a purpose for my life.

KEY VERSE
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, before you were born I set you apart; I 
appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 
Jeremiah 1:5

Note: Boys are not required to memorize the 
Key Point or Key Verse to receive completion 
credit for this lesson.

For information on how to use Bible merits in a 
Royal Rangers meeting, refer to the TRaCclub 
Support section or the Royal Rangers Leader 
Manual.

REFLECT ANSWERS
These answers match the questions in the 
Refl ect section of the boys’ sheet.
 •  Answers will vary. 
 •  Answers will vary but could include: not 
being close to God; being too busy; not 
recognizing God’s voice.

 •  Answers will vary.
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C AT E G O R Y T I T L E R E F E R E N C E

Biblical Worldview The Call of God 1 Samuel 3:1–1

 R E A D

 K E Y  T H O U G H T S

KEY POINT
God has a purpose for my life.

KEY VERSE
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew 
you, before you were born I set you apart; I 
appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 
Jeremiah 1:5

1 Samuel
STUDENT HANDOUT—Lesson 3

The boy Samuel ministered before the LORD 
under Eli. In those days the word of the LORD 
was rare; there were not many visions.

One night Eli, whose eyes were becoming 
so weak that he could barely see, was lying 
down in his usual place. The lamp of God 
had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying 
down in the house of the LORD, where the ark 
of God was. Then the LORD called Samuel.

Samuel answered, “Here I am.” And he ran 
to Eli and said, “Here I am; you called me.”

But Eli said, “I did not call; go back and lie 
down.” So he went and lay down.

Again the LORD called, “Samuel!” And 
Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 
“Here I am; you called me.”

“My son,” Eli said, “I did not call; go back 
and lie down.”

Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD: The 
word of the LORD had not yet been revealed 
to him.

A third time the LORD called, “Samuel!” And 
Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, 
“Here I am; you called me.”

Then Eli realized that the LORD was calling 
the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie 
down, and if he calls you, say, ‘Speak, LORD, 
for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel 
went and lay down in his place.

The LORD came and stood there, calling as at 
the other times, “Samuel! Samuel!”

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant 
is listening.”

And the LORD said to Samuel: “See, I am about 
to do something in Israel that will make the 
ears of everyone who hears about it tingle. 
At that time I will carry out against Eli 
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 1  S A M U E L — Lesson 3

The boy Samuel grew up in the tabernacle. 
He served the priest Eli and helped wherever 
he could. God had a special plan for Samuel. 
Samuel was to be a prophet. As a young boy, he 
began hearing messages from God. He was to 
deliver God’s messages to the nation of Israel. 

God has a purpose for your life, too. God has 
special things that only you can do, and they 
aren’t all things that have to wait until you are 
older to do. God wants to use you now for His 
purposes.

Samuel was able to be used by God for several 
reasons. First, he was willing. Samuel showed 
that he was a servant by being willing to do 
whatever Eli the priest needed done. He was 
willing for God to use him, too, no matter what 
God asked him to do.

Samuel stayed in God’s presence. Samuel 
worked, lived, and slept aware that God was 
nearby. God wants us to be aware that He is 
with us all the time, too. When we are open to 
hearing God’s voice and desire to be near to 
Him, God is certain to use us to do great things.

When God called to Samuel, Samuel didn’t 
ignore it and try to go back to sleep. Samuel did 
what he was told to do because he wanted to 
please God. If we want to be like Samuel, we 
need to be open to hearing God’s voice. And, 
when we hear Him, we need to be quick to obey.

 R E F L E C T

As a group, discuss the following questions.

 •  Have you ever felt like God was asking you 
to do something? What was it? How did you 
respond?

 •  What are some things in life that could 
distract us from hearing the voice of God?

 •  What can we do to shut down those 
distractions so we can hear God clearly?

Review the Key Point and the Key Verse.

P R AY E R :  Dear God, thank You that You 
have created me for a purpose. Please help me 
to be sensitive to hearing Your voice this week, 
and help me to obey everything You want me to 
do. Amen.

 R E S P O N D

Play a game to illustrate how we need to be 
sensitive to God’s directions for our lives. Give 
a blindfold to each Ranger and have them form 
a line. Have one boy without a blindfold give 
directions to lead the others around the room 
or outdoors. The one giving directions may only 
whisper, and the others must listen carefully for 
his directions. If all the boys arrive safely at 
wherever is chosen as the destination, they win 
the round. If time allows, give other boys the 
opportunity to be the leader.

Remember to read your Bible this week 
using the Bible reading plan of your choice. A 
recommended plan can be found in the Bible 
Reading merit or online at royalrangers.com. 
Review this lesson with a friend or parent as a 
way to help you remember it.

everything I spoke against his family—from 
beginning to end. For I told him that I would 
judge his family forever because of the sin 
he knew about; his sons blasphemed God, 
and he failed to restrain them. Therefore I 
swore to the house of Eli, ‘The guilt of Eli’s 
house will never be atoned for by sacrifi ce 
or offering.’” 1 Samuel 3:1–14
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C AT E G O R Y T I T L E R E F E R E N C E

Biblical Manhood Friends Forever 1 Samuel 18:1–5

1 Samuel
LEADERS LESSON OVERVIEW—Lesson 4
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 M AT E R I A L S  &  P R E P

Prepare a copy of the Student Handout for 
each boy.
 • Paper
 • Pen or pencil for each boy

Read the lesson in advance, taking note of the 
main points. Be prepared to present the lesson 
to your group, but avoid reading it word for 
word. Include discussion with the group to 
make it more enjoyable for everyone.

In this lesson, we will discover the role that 
God intends friendships to play in our life.

KEY POINT
Godly friendships are gifts from God.

KEY VERSE
Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for we 
have sworn friendship with each other in the 
name of the LORD, saying, ‘The LORD is witness 
between you and me, and between your 
descendants and my descendants forever.’” 
Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the 
town. 1 Samuel 20:42

Note: Boys are not required to memorize the 
Key Point or Key Verse to receive completion 
credit for this lesson.

For information on how to use Bible merits in a 
Royal Rangers meeting, refer to the TRaCclub 
Support section or the Royal Rangers Leader 
Manual.

REFLECT ANSWERS
These answers match the questions in the 
Refl ect section of the boys’ sheet.
 •  They became one in spirit after David killed 
Goliath. Jonathan helped David escape from 
King Saul.

 •  Answers will vary.
 • Answers will vary.
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C AT E G O R Y T I T L E R E F E R E N C E

Biblical Manhood Friends Forever 1 Samuel 18:1–5

 R E A D

 K E Y  T H O U G H T S

David and Jonathan were friends, best friends. 
Their friendship is one of the greatest examples 
of best friends in the Bible. They became 
friends even though they could have been 
rivals. Jonathan was the king’s son and was in 
line to be king. But God has something different 

in mind. God had promised that David would be 
the next king. Jonathan knew this but was never 
jealous of David.

When David was in trouble Jonathan saved his 
life. Years later, Jonathan was dead and David 
was king. But David didn’t forget his friend. He 
found that Jonathan had a son. David invited 
Jonathan’s son into his own home. 

God places friends in our lives to give us help 
when we are in diffi cult times. We also have a 
responsibility to help our friends when they are 
in trouble. God intends friends to take care of 
each other.

Godly friendship means setting aside your own 
desires and making a commitment to help your 
friend. We shouldn’t fi ght with our friends about 
who should get his way. We shouldn’t argue 
about who is right or wrong. Friends should be 
committed to each other’s best interests.

After David had fi nished talking with Saul, 
Jonathan became one in spirit with David, 
and he loved him as himself. From that day 
Saul kept David with him and did not let 
him return home to his family. And Jonathan 
made a covenant with David because he 
loved him as himself. Jonathan took off the 
robe he was wearing and gave it to David, 
along with his tunic, and even his sword, his 
bow and his belt. 

Whatever mission Saul sent him on, David 
was so successful that Saul gave him a high 
rank in the army. This pleased all the troops, 
and Saul’s offi cers as well. 1 Samuel 18:1–5

KEY POINT
Godly friendships are gifts from God.

KEY VERSE
Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, for we 
have sworn friendship with each other in the 
name of the Lord, saying, ‘The Lord is witness 
between you and me, and between your 
descendants and my descendants forever.’” 
Then David left, and Jonathan went back to the 
town. 1 Samuel 20:42

1 Samuel
STUDENT HANDOUT—Lesson 4
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 1  S A M U E L — Lesson 4

We should make sure that our close friends are 
Christians.  Helping close Christian friends is 
one way to develop strong relationships.

 R E F L E C T

As a group, discuss the following questions.

 •  Why were David and Jonathan friends?
 •  How did their friendship change their lives?
 •  What are some ways that we can show our 
friends that we are thankful for them?

Review the Key Point and the Key Verse.

P R AY E R :  Dear God, thank You for putting 
friends in my life. Help me to always show my 
friends how thankful I am for their friendship.
Amen.

 R E S P O N D

Write a letter to your best friend. Tell him what 
you like about him and why you are thankful to 
be friends with him.

Remember to read your Bible this week 
using the Bible reading plan of your choice. A 
recommended plan can be found in the Bible 
Reading merit or online at royalrangers.com. 
Review this lesson with a friend or parent as a 
way to help you remember it.
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 M AT E R I A L S  &  P R E P

Prepare a copy of the Student Handout for 
each boy.
 • Men in your church who have daughters

Read the lesson in advance, taking note of the 
main points. Be prepared to present the lesson 
to your group, but avoid reading it word for 
word. Include discussion with the group to 
make it more enjoyable for everyone.

In this lesson, we will learn about the 
importance of showing honor to the families of 
our future wives.

KEY POINT
Marriage is two families coming together.

KEY VERSE
But David said, “Do you think it is a small 
matter to become the king’s son-in-law? I’m 
only a poor man and little known.” 1 Samuel 
18:23

Note: Boys are not required to memorize the 
Key Point or Key Verse to receive completion 
credit for this lesson.

For information on how to use Bible merits in a 
Royal Rangers meeting, refer to the TRaCclub 

Support section or the Royal Rangers Leader 
Manual.

REFLECT ANSWERS
These answers match the questions in the 
Refl ect section of the boys’ sheet.
 •  Michal was a king’s daughter. Also, the king 
wanted David to die trying to attain the 
price.

 •  Answers may include: Saul was king. Saul 
was going to be David’s father-in-law; David 
was not yet aware of problems between 
himself and Saul.

 •  God want us to be kind and respectful to 
all. Problems with in-laws strain marriage 
relationships.
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 R E A D

 K E Y  T H O U G H T S

Saul’s daughter Michal loved David. But, Saul 
was jealous of David and wanted to kill him. 

In Bible times, a young man would pay a “bride 

Now Saul’s daughter Michal was in love with 
David, and when they told Saul about it, he 
was pleased. “I will give her to him,” he 
thought, “so that she may be a snare to him 
and so that the hand of the Philistines may be 
against him.” So Saul said to David, “Now you 
have a second opportunity to become my 
son-in-law.”

Then Saul ordered his attendants: “Speak 
to David privately and say, ‘Look, the king 
likes you, and his attendants all love you; now 
become his son-in-law.’”

They repeated these words to David. But 
David said, “Do you think it is a small matter 
to become the king’s son-in-law? I’m only a 
poor man and little known.” 

When Saul’s servants told him what David 
had said, Saul replied, “Say to David, ‘The 
king wants no other price for the bride than a 
hundred Philistine foreskins, to take revenge 

on his enemies.’” Saul’s plan was to have 
David fall by the hands of the Philistines.

When the attendants told David these things, 
he was pleased to become the king’s son-
in-law. So before the allotted time elapsed, 
David took his men with him and went out and 
killed two hundred Philistines and brought 
back their foreskins. They counted out the 
full number to the king so that David might 
become the king’s son-in-law. Then Saul gave 
him his daughter Michal in marriage.

When Saul realized that the LORD was with 
David and that his daughter Michal loved 
David, Saul became still more afraid of him, 
and he remained his enemy the rest of his 
days. 1 Samuel 18:20–29

KEY POINT
Marriage is two families coming together.

KEY VERSE
But David said, “Do you think it is a small 
matter to become the king’s son-in-law? I’m 
only a poor man and little known.” 1 Samuel 
18:23

1 Samuel
STUDENT HANDOUT—Lesson 5
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 1  S A M U E L — Lesson 5

price” to the father of the bride. This was a way 
to show honor to the girl’s family. As a poor 
shepherd and soldier, David could not pay the 
proper price for a king’s daughter.

Saul set a nonmonetary price that David could 
hope to attain. But Saul hoped David would die 
in the attempt. But God was with David and 
David did even more than Saul asked.

It is important to honor and respect to a woman’s 
family. This means that you listen to her parents. 
It means you speak to them respectfully. It 
means you are careful what you say about them. 
You should show that you value the whole family.

Relationships aren’t just between a man and a 
woman. When you get married, you marry her 
whole family. She becomes part of your family, 
and you become part of hers. How you treat a 
girl’s family is important to God.

 R E F L E C T

As a group, discuss the following questions.

•  Why did David have to pay a high bride 
price to marry Michal?

•  Why did David act respectfully toward Saul, 
even though Saul didn’t like him?

•  Why do you think it is important to God for us 
to treat a woman’s family with respect?

Review the Key Point and the Key Verse.

P R AY E R :  Dear God, please help me to 
show respect to everyone and value other 
people’s families. Amen.

 R E S P O N D

Discuss with some men in your church who have 
daughters about how they would like young 
men to treat their daughters. Ask them to share 
their expectations about how the young men 
should act toward the whole family. Discuss as 
a group what some good behavior rules might 
be.

Remember to read your Bible this week 
using the Bible reading plan of your choice. A 
recommended plan can be found in the Bible 
Reading merit or online at royalrangers.com. 
Review this lesson with a friend or parent as a 
way to help you remember it.
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